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Schedule of Services:

Greeting: Mark
Song Leader: Dale
Opening Song:
5—Worthy Art Thou
Opening Prayer:
Myron

Hymn:

346—Hold to God's
Unchanging Hand
Scripture Reading:
Gary

| Peter 5:5-11

Hymn:

297—When My Love
To Christ Grows Weak
Lord’s Supper:

Ray & Ryan

Hymn:

55—Take Time To Be
Holy

Sermon: Mark
Invitation Hymn:
98—1 Surrender All
Closing Hymn:
403—No Tears In
Heaven

Closing Prayer:

Tom
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Lean On Him

By R. W. McAlister

After 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, the good news for the Israelites was
that they were going to be able to live in nice, furnished houses they didn’t build, drink
from wells they didn’t dig, eat from vineyards and olive trees they didn’t plant, and enjoy
numerous other blessings they didn’t deserve (Deut. 6:10-11). The bad news was that in
order to enjoy all of these blessings — to live in this land which flowed with milk and
honey, they had to defeat the Anakim.

Who were the Anakim? They were a tribe inhabiting the land of Palestine in the south
near Hebron. The Bible says they were people of large stature and therefore produced
fear among their enemies (Numbers 13:33; Deut. 2:10-11). The key for God’s people in
any age to overcome the “giants” they face in life is simply to lean on Him. It was the
very character and power of God that would allow them to be victorious.

How do we handle it when our spouse leaves this world before we do? How do we
handle it when we outlive a son or daughter, or someone we love as though they were
ours? How do we cope when a beloved parent dies? How do we cope when a spouse
suddenly decides one day, “I don’t love you any more?” What do we do when a son or
daughter tells us, “I’m choosing to live an alternative lifestyle?”” How do we handle it
when we’re trying to do what’s right and our parents or other family turns their backs on
us? What do we do when our boss comes and tells us we’re fired?

The answer to all of these questions is the same - we lean upon God for support.

We need to lean upon the Lord when we weep. When hardships befall us, we can
become angry and turn to the world, or we can turn to God. When people turn to the
world, they turn to drinking or drugs, or to an immoral lifestyle. Every bad situation in
life that we encounter can either cause us to become better, or bitter. We can become
stronger in the faith, or we can become weaker. We can draw closer to God, or we can
drift further from Him. The choice is ours, and we choose to either lean upon God, or
lean upon the world.

God promised Joshua that as the people entered the Promised Land, He would be with
them. In Joshua 1:9, He reminded them that they didn’t have to be afraid. That passage
reads, “Have not [ commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”
Joshua, along with Caleb, believed from the beginning that the people of God could
defeat the giants, even when others had doubted and had forgotten all that God had done
for them.

Is it possible that there are those of us today who have developed spiritual amnesia?
Have we forgotten what God has done for us? Have we forgotten to lean on Him? Is it
possible that we too have forgotten that we were under bondage to a taskmaster — that we
were slaves and Satan was ruling over us and God sent us His Son that through His shed
blood, we might be lifted up and made God’s children? Have we forgotten that? We
mustn’t forget what God has done for us! We must also never forget that He’s still there
for us. Lean upon Him when you weep.

I Peter 5:7 teaches us to “cast all our cares upon Him for He cares for us.” Lean on
Him. In Matthew 5:4, Jesus said, “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted.” We must lean upon Him when we weep. In John chapter 11, the shortest
verse in the Bible tells us that Jesus wept when He realized that His friend Lazarus had
died, and verse 36 tells us the Jews said, “Behold how He loved him.” A few verses later,
in John 11:41 Jesus prayed, “Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.” Jesus knew
that He could lean upon His father, so whatever you’re going through today, whatever
causes you to weep, cast your cares upon Him because He cares about you!

R. W. McAlister preaches for the Anna Church of Christ in Anna, IL.



Wednesday evening Bible
Study resumes this week
on March 14 at 7 pm.

Submit to God, Resist the Devil
Scripture Reference: I Peter 5:5-11

ABOUT ADVERSARY AFTER ANOTHER
PRAYER LIST BECAUSE BROTHERHOOD CALLED CARES
*Mary’s sister-in-law, Heidi has CASTING CHRIST CLOTHED DEVIL
been diagnosed with breast DEVOUR DOMINION ELDERS ESTABLISH
cancer. ETERNAL EXPERIENCED FAITH FOREVER
*Cindy’s is visiting to help care HUMBLE HUMILITY JESUS KNOWING
for their brother who is still not LIKEWISE MIGHTY PEOPLE PERFECT
doing well. RESIST ROARING SEEKING SETTLE
*Dale, his mother and his cousin STEADFAST STRENGTHEN SUBMISSIVE SUFFERED
Jayna and her family. SUFFERINGS THEREFORE VIGILANT YOUNGER
*Tom & Nina’s son-in-law, Chris, YOURSELVES
is looking for work.
*Juanita, her sons, Dale and Ron RUOVEDEBGEOHMST EFZKZPD
and her daughter Debbie. SREDLEEXVDSRTIUONTEFE
*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven. EEESICGIPISYGFROTRL
**%‘Jrg;‘:gtsgfégiherGe°rge' LTTSANSTLEREHTFEWEFL
BFTUISNBTARHTEVTIEA
CALENDAR MASTIAASSOETIYZRENTCLC
Mar. 11—Bible Study 10 am Tom VESMLTARESDPEILIRGTC
Mar. 11—Worship 11 am & 6 pm HABISFEEEODSRNOUDL
Speaker: Mark CUGEDVRVOYLOUGCETDDO
Mar. 11—Potluck Luncheon SIBADELHRLTIMSVETUT
Mar. 12—Area Meeting, VTEAHERGEOATIZKTIETIDH
Wadsworth VTETSERSHTANILENUJGE
Mar. 14—Bible study 7 pm, Tom SRIRHELTTES SR RRIWTIA AD
e CAUTGELPOEPIIEMTIOE
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ar. 17—b. Dorene
Mar. 18—Bible Study 10 am Tom YRUSERACABOUTEGEHE
Mar. 18—Worship 11 am & 6 pm BOTOTHSUFFEREDREHRTU
YMBGNIZKEESCHRTISTTLE

Speaker: Mark

Mar. 21—Bible Study 7 pm, Rob
Mar. 21—b. Mary Hidden Phrase:

Mar. 25—Bible Study 10 am Tom
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Happiness 1s 1n the heart, not in the
circumstances.

SUNDAY: Bible Class — 10:00 am; Worship — 11:00 am; Evening — 6:00 pm
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