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Church of Christ
128 Maple Ave.
Chardon, OH 44024
440-286-5505

Schedule of Ser-
vices:

Greeting: Mark
Song Leader: Mark
Opening Song:
173—He's My King
Opening Prayer: Ray
Hymn: 127—He
Hideth My Soul
Scripture Reading:
Myron

| Peter 3:18-22
Hymn:

Lord’s Supper:
Robert & Tom
Hymn: 177—Just A
Closer Walk With
Thee

Sermon: Mark
Invitation Hymn:
640—Softly and
Tenderly

Closing Hymn: 230—
Let The Beauty of
Jesus Be Seen in Me
Closing Prayer:
Larry
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Baptism and the Grace of God

By David R. Ferguson

It’s amazing the lengths some will go to deny that baptism is part of the Lord's
gospel plan of salvation. If a person teaches that the Scriptures say that baptism,
which is immersion into Christ's body, was taught by Christ and His Apostles, then
one will immediately be accused of denying that we are saved by the grace of God,
when nothing could be further from the truth. I recently encountered such individuals
myself who were adamant in denying the truth that one is baptized to obtain the
remission of sins, as Jesus said in Mark 16:16, and Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3:21. Look
at the word of God for yourselves: "He that believes and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that disbelieves shall be condemned" (Mark 16:16). "...the longsuffering of
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is,
eight souls, were saved through water: which also after a true likeness does now save
you, even baptism, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation
of a good conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ..." (1 Peter
3:20-21).

Baptism is not a work of the person being baptized, nor is it a work of the one
performing the baptizing. What it is is best expressed by the Apostle Paul in Romans
6:3-4: "Or are you ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him through baptism unto
death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so
we also might walk in newness of life." It’s our expression of obedient faith, the
expression selected by Christ for His followers, that has our old, sinful nature dying in
the watery grave of baptism. We rise up from that grave, then, born again (John 3:5)
as a child of God, and a fellow heir with Christ (Ephesians 3:6), just as Christ was
literally raised through the power of God to triumph over physical death. We know
that if we die with Him, we also will be raised and live with Him (Romans 6:9).

When we are baptized we are expressing our belief that we have faith in the
promise given by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, that He will faithfully remove
our sins and recall them no more. He is our sin-offering, our propitiation: "Wherefore
it behooved Him in all things to be made like unto His brethren, that He might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people" (Hebrews 2:17).

Jesus Christ is our atoning sacrifice. We believe He died for our sins, but that He
did not remain dead, but arose the third day and sits now at the right hand of God
(Romans 8:34). We believe we are saved by the grace of God, it is a free gift
(Ephesians2:5; Romans 6:23), and that when we submit to baptism we re-enact the
death, the burial, and the resurrection of our Lord.

May the Lord bless you!

David R. Ferguson preaches for the Lakeland Church of Christ in Mattoon, IL.



PRAYER LIST Christ’s Suffering and Ours

*Juanita is feeling better. Scripture Reference: I Peter 3:18-22
*Kathy’s sister, Vicki, is having heart
problems. ALIVE ANGELS ANSWER AUTHORITIES
*Rebecca’s father is much better. BAPTISM BEING CHRIST CONSCIENCE
o , . . L DEATH DISOBEDIENT DIVINE EIGHT
Mary’s sister-in-law, Heidi, has FILTH FLESH FORMERLY HAVING
be?” diagnosed "f"th_brea“ Cancer.  HEAVEN JESUS LONGSUFFERING POWERS
*Cindy’s brother is still not doing PREACHED PREPARED PRISON REMOVAL
well. RESURRECTION RIGHT SAVED SOULS
*Dale, his mother and his cousin SPIRITS SUBJECT THERE THROUGH
Jayna and her family. TOWARD WAITED WATER WHICH
*Tom & Nina’s son-in-law, Chris, WHILE WHOM
has found temporary work.
*Juanita, her sons, Dale and Ron
and her daughter Debbie. EFDERAPERPOLRCNEHETC
*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven. PCREIBHHSFATALOSTCH
*Ruth and her brother George. OONSHTAUAVILFFETIRTER
*Our Congregation WDEEACSPOVSEDOTNUJI
ECIEIPAMTETISSILCTDBS
CALENDAR REDVICEEIIONOHENUT
Mar. 25—Bible Study 10 am Tom SFORIRSTRUSNGERESTP
Mar. 25—Worship 11 am & 6 pm RSIINNINLPGMAARIAR
e [ty STTWHREGSOSRELVUDVI
Mar. 25—b. Justin STHROUGHUCEJTIZESEES
Mar. 28—Bible Study 7 pm, Rob SORHUNTFSTWEFVNEBDO
Apr. 1—Bible Study 10 am Tom MUTEITFHORGSTEUHROEN
Apr. 1—Worship 11 am & 6 pm TUSETEOAGWNUNJUSST
Speaker: Tom A HBERANWHTIATDETTIATW
Apr. 4—Bible Study 7 pm, Rob HAGIJGWIATEREHTDHE
Apr. 5—a. Richard & Rosemary MINIEGLHTREFILTHBRTI
Apr. 7—Bible Bowl, Alkire Road NGYLREMROFDWHTICHGTU
Apr. 8—Bible Study 10 am Mark STSOGODVBWBTILOQHTIE KB

Apr. 8—Worship 11 am & 6 pm
Speaker: Mark

Apr. 11—Bible Study 7 pm, Rob
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Be careful of your thoughts. They
may break into words at any time!

SUNDAY: Bible Class — 10:00 am; Worship — 11:00 am; Evening — 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening — 7:00 pm
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: Church_of_christ@roadrunner.com



