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Schedule of Services: 

Greeting: Tom 

Song Leader: Myron 

Opening Song: 23—
Sweet Hour of Prayer 

Opening Prayer: 
Dale 

Hymn: 13—
Wonderful Words of 
Life  

Scripture Reading: 

Mark 

James 1:2-8 

Hymn: 26—In The 
Garden 

Lord’s Supper:  

Larry & Robert 

Hymn: 501—Give 
Me the Bible 

Sermon: Tom 

Invitation Hymn: 
78—Hark, the Gentle 
Voice 

Closing Hymn: 27—
Be With Me, Lord 

Closing Prayer:  

Ray 

By Alan Smith  
    The story is told about a king who had a close friend. This friend had a 
habit of looking at every situation that ever occurred in his life (positive or 
negative) by remarking, "This is good, God knows what is best." 
    One day, the king and his friend were out on a hunting expedition. The 
friend would load and prepare the guns for the king, but he had apparently 
done something wrong in preparing one of the guns, because after taking the 
gun from his friend, the king fired it and his thumb was blown off. Examining 
the situation, the friend remarked as usual, "This is good, God knows what is 
best." To which the king replied, "No, this is NOT good!" and ordered his 
soldiers to put his friend into jail. 
    About a year later, the king was hunting in an area that he should have 
known to stay clear of. Cannibals captured the king and took him to their 
village. They tied his hands, stacked some wood, set up a stake and bound him 
to it. As they came near to set fire to the wood, they noticed that the king was 
missing a thumb. Being superstitious, they never ate anyone who was less 
than whole. So after untying the king, they chased him out of the village. 
    When the king reached his palace, he was reminded of the event that had 
taken his thumb and felt remorse for his treatment of his friend. He went 
immediately to the jail to speak with his friend. "You were right" the king 
said, "it was good that my thumb was blown off." And he proceeded to tell the 
friend all that had just happened. "I am very sorry for sending you to jail for 
so long. It was bad for me to do this." 
    "No," his friend replied, "This is good, God knows what is best."  
    "What do you mean, 'this is good'!  How could it be good that I sent my 
friend to jail for a year?" 
    The king's friend replied, "Remember that God Almighty knows best and if 
I had NOT been in jail, I would have been with you on that hunting trip." 
    The story isn't true, but the message is. How we need a faith that truly 
believes that we have a God who is in control. A faith that can say, as Joseph 
did, "You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good." (Genesis 50:20) 
    A faith that we can say, as Paul did, "We know that all things work together 
for good to those who love God..." (Romans 8:28) 
    A faith that we can say, as James did, "Count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials." (James 1:2). 
    It is so easy to look back over our lives and see how God has been there 
every step of the way, how He has taken care of us and provided for us. But 
how difficult it is to see God at work in the midst of our pain and suffering. 
God, increase our faith! Help us to see you in all that we experience and to 
truly believe that "God knows what is best!" 
    Have a great day! 
 
Alan Smith, minister for the Cruciform church of Christ 
in Spring Lake, North Carolina 



Your problems can never exhaust 
God's provisions. 

SUNDAY:  Bible Class — 10:00 am; Worship — 11:00 am; Evening — 6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening — 7:00 pm 

Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org 
E-mail: Church_of_christ@roadrunner.com 

Answer to Puzzle: My brethren, count it 
all joy when you fall into various trials  

PRAYER LIST 
*Mark’s daughter Amy was in the 
hospital last week. 
*Larry and Ruth are on vacation for 
the next two weeks. 
*Rebecca’s father is not doing well. 
*Cindy’s brother has been moved 
to Breckenridge. 
*Myron was not well last week. 
*Ray M. has been suffering with 
respiratory problems. 
*Dale, his mother and his cousin 
Jayna and her family. 
*Kathy’s sister, Vicki, is having heart 
problems. 
*Juanita, her sons, Dale and Ron 
and her daughter Debbie.  
*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven. 
*Ruth and her brother George. 
 *Our Congregation 

CALENDAR 
Apr. 15—Bible Study 10 am Tom 
Apr. 15—Worship 11 am & 6 pm 
     Speaker: Tom 
Apr. 15-19—Gospel Meeting,            
    Streetsboro 
Apr. 16—b. Eric 
Apr. 18—Bible Study 7 pm, Rob 
Apr. 20—Orrville sing 7 pm 
Apr. 22—Bible Study 10 am Tom 
Apr. 22—Worship 11 am & 6 pm 
      Speaker: Tom 
Apr. 25—Bible Study 7 pm, Rob 
Apr. 27—Minerva sing 7 pm 

M Y B R E T H R E N E N C O N U N N 

 T I T A L L J O Y C O W D E H E E G 

 G N I T B U O D N T N W V E V Y N O 

 N U F A L L I E H N T I O I S I V A 

 I F A I T H I I E R R L G I T S O U 

 H L I K E T N T G D S L T S R I O A 

 T L S R A G E E N E V I E C E R E T 

 Y Y V P F L J Z I S Y T B H V T S H 

 N L Z S P R S O W O V R L Q E A G Q 

 A X L M E H O T O P F L A C K I N G 

 I T O A E C C M N P T G T D S A L P 

 Q C U V R L U A K U O R R A W K E N 

 Y H A O S E B D O S G O I A H R J K 

 K W H D H T B A O R L I Y A F T R J 

 H E V L N T M I T R P S V E L O N Y 

 E V A H B I I Y L S P E C E W S O N 

 W I S D O M W W F B N T R Y S U Q Q 

 R U K L Z W K J W M Z U L J R I U G  

Hidden Phrase:  

__ __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ , __ __ __ __ __   
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Profiting from Trials 
Scripture Reference: James 1:2-8 

ANYTHING COMPLETE DOUBTING DRIVEN 

FAITH FROM GIVEN GIVES 

HAVE KNOWING LACKING LIBERALLY 

LIKE LORD NOTHING PATIENCE 

PERFECT PRODUCES RECEIVE REPROACH 

SUPPOSE TESTING THAT TOSSED 

TRIALS UNSTABLE WAVE WAYS 

WILL WIND WISDOM WITHOUT 

WORK YOUR 


