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Conditioned! 

Issue 16 

Schedule of Services: 

Greeting: Tom 

Song Leader: Mark 

Opening Song: 278— 

Tell Me the Story of 
Jesus 

Opening Prayer: Ray 

Hymn: 147—Jesus, 
Hold My Hand 

Scripture Reading: 

Dale 

Psalms 1:1-6 

Hymn: 311—In Geth-
semane Alone 

Lord’s Supper:  

Mark & Myron 

Hymn: 51—Break 
Thou The Bread of 
Life 

Sermon: Tom 

Invitation Hymn: 
639—Where He 
Leads Me 

Closing Hymn: 399—
Sweet By and By 

Closing Prayer:  

Robert 

by Bill Denton 
"How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his delight is in the 
law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night." NASU "A man is 
first startled by sin; then it becomes pleasing, then easy, then delightful, then 
frequent, then habitual, then confirmed. The man is impenitent, then obstinate, 
and then he is damned." -- Jeremy Taylor. There is a method used to deal with 
various kinds of things that present difficulties. It could be a fear, or something 
related to a particular job that is unpleasant, or any number of things that a person 
might want to do, but finds difficult because of some unpleasantness or worse. For 
example, a medical student may find it almost impossible to make it through an 
autopsy without fainting. But, little by little, that same student can become 
conditioned to withstand the sight, sound and smell of all sorts of unpleasant 
things. A horse might shy at sudden sounds, but little by little, it can be 
conditioned to ignore the sounds and remain under control. Perhaps one of the 
most famous experiments is that of Pavlov's dog, conditioned to salivate at the 
sound of the bell, because there was a connection between the bell and being fed. 
Unfortunately, conditioning not only works positively, it works negatively. It is 
entirely possible to become conditioned to accept sin and unholy things, through 
small bit of exposure to them. We don't see our thinking change, yet what might 
have offended us at one point may have become perfectly acceptable later, the 
transition happening because we were exposed to that sinful or unholy thing a 
little at a time. The movie, Gone With The Wind, created quite a stir when it first 
came out because right at the end, Clark Gable (as Rhett Butler) had a line with 
one curse word in it. It's the only curse word in the entire movie. Today, movies 
are filled with much worse words than the one used by Rhett Butler. Nobody 
seems to notice. Have we become conditioned? In the early years of television, 
censors made sure that family values and morals weren't trampled by "artistic 
freedom." Some said that censorship robbed us of better entertainment, more real-
to-life programming, and something better than the plastic characters in 
nonsensical stories. Maybe. So, instead, today we open up our homes so that we 
can enjoy everything from the worst sailor's mouth, to nudity, to open sex, to you-
name-it. How did we get here from where we started? Conditioning. Books, 
magazines, music, and every other form of entertainment has treated us the same 
way. You can use the words, "mature," or "enlightened," or some other 
description, but the truth is that if it's sinful and unholy, it doesn't matter what you 
call it. Most people in American society have been conditioned to think nothing of 
things that would have brought a blush of shame to the cheeks of earlier 
generations. Today, we don't even know how to blush, much less be ashamed. 
There is only one way to undo the conditioning that makes it easy to accept the 
sinful: the repentance of a broken and contrite heart, cleansed by God's forgiving 
grace, and determined to seek those things that are above where Christ is, seated 
at the right had of God.  
Dr. Bill Denton preaches for the Church of Christ at  
101 Columbus Avenue in Newton, Kansas. 



Master your habits, or your habits 
will master you. 

SUNDAY:  Bible Class — 10:00 am; Worship — 11:00 am; Evening — 6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening — 7:00 pm 

Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org 
E-mail: Church_of_christ@roadrunner.com 

Answer to Puzzle: For the Lord 
knows the way of the righteous  

PRAYER LIST 
*Mark’s daughter Amy had diges-
tive problems and is being treated 
at home. 
*Larry and Ruth are on vacation. 
*Rebecca has had respiratory prob-
lems for a couple of weeks. 
*Rebecca’s father is doing some 
better. 
*Cindy’s brother is at home with 
Gary and Cindy and under hospice 
care. 
*Robert was in Kentucky last week. 
*Dale, his mother and his cousin 
Jayna and her family. 
*Kathy’s sister, Vicki, is having heart 
problems. 
*Juanita, her sons, Dale and Ron 
and her daughter Debbie.  
*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven. 
*Ruth and her brother George. 

CALENDAR 
Apr. 22—Bible Study 10 am Mark 
Apr. 22—Worship 11 am & 6 pm 
      Speaker: Tom 
Apr. 25—Bible Study 7 pm, Rob 
Apr. 27—Minerva sing 7 pm 
Apr.  27—a. Tim & Tammi 
Apr. 28—Kent Men's Retreat 8 am 
Apr. 29—Bible Study 10 am Tom 
Apr. 29—Worship 11 am & 6 pm 
      Speaker: Tom 
Apr. 30—b. Breana 
May 4—Tri-County sing 

D E T N A L P R S B D S H J R F L O  

R B T W E H E E D L R I S U I L L O  

R D R S A V K N N E I N I D G F A O  

W S O I E T T H A S V N R G H O H E  

W H A T N Y E O T S E E E M T R S F  

W T A H R G E R S E S R P E E T R I  

G H H T H I S E E D L S O N O H S D  

W U S C S R V R S J X U B T U F E E  

A M I F N C O E H U Y T F U S D A L  

Q H O C J F T T R A L J X N M P S I  

W J R F E A R P P S P Q D J R G O G  

A R Z R T B R Y L D O G N U C O N H  

T F E I C O N G R E G A T I O N C T  

L H D H S F F A H C S R G W U N R S  

T E V P T O R E S W K N P X N B K O  

M M E L K I I U C A L O P F S Z H X  

Y R C I Y S W J I R A K Z Z E B B A  

N I G H T G J X G T W G P W L R G W  

Hidden Phrase: __ __ __  __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __  __ __ __ __ __ __   

__ __ __  __ __ __  __ __  __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  

The Way of the Righteous 
Scripture Reference: Psalms 1:1-6 

BLESSED  BRINGS  CHAFF  CONGREGATION 

COUNSEL  DELIGHT  DRIVES  FORTH  

FRUIT  JUDGMENT  MEDITATES  NIGHT  

PERISH  PLANTED  PROSPER  RIGHTEOUS 

RIVERS  SCORNFUL  SEASON  SHALL  

SINNERS  STANDS  THEREFORE  UNGODLY  

WALKS  WATER  WHATEVER  WHICH  

WHOSE  WITHER  


