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Church of Christ
128 Maple Ave.
Chardon, OH 44024
440-286-5505

Schedule of
Services:

Greeting: Tom
Song Leader: Ray
Opening Song: 54—
Did You Think to Pray
Opening Prayer:
Myron

Hymn: 461—O0n
Jordon's Stormy
Banks

Scripture Reading:
Larry

Ephesians 3:8-13
Hymn: 286—0O0live's
Brow

Lord’s Supper:
Mark & Ron

Hymn: 40—Guide
Me Oh Thou Great
Jehovah

Sermon: Tom
Invitation Hymn:
636—O0nly a Step
Closing Hymn: 571—
Bringing In the
Sheaves

Closing Prayer:
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What is the Church?

By Bill Brandstatter

One of the important words in the New Testament regarding the people
of God is “church”. It is used in a very special sense in the New
Testament. The church was planned by God. (Eph. 3:8-11) He revealed the
church to us in the New Testament and Jesus shed His blood to purchase
the church. (Acts 20:28)

The word “church” comes from a Greek word which refers to an
assembled group of people: therefore, I cannot be the church by myself. I
cannot worship as a church by myself. To be part of the church, I must be
around and with other people who assemble together as Christians.

The word “church” also refers to a specific group of people. Luke
records “...the Lord added to the church daily those that were being
saved.” (Acts 2:47) The unsaved are not part of the church. Only saved
people are part of it. People do not join the church; the Lord adds them to
1t.

The word “church” also refers to the spiritual body of Christ on earth.
Paul records that Jesus is “to be head over all things to the church, which
is His body.” (Eph. 1:22, 23) Paul repeats this again in Col. 1:18 by
stating: “He is the head of the body, the church.”

The word “church” refers to that which Christ established. Some folks
will talk about “doing church”. It is interesting that Christ said He would
build His church in Matt. 16:18. The church worships as a group of people
assembled together. (Acts 2:42; 20:7)

The word “church” is spoken of in the singular sense. In Rom. 16:16 we
read that the “churches of Christ salute you.” Here the word “churches” is
used; but, we know from how it is used elsewhere that this verse is
referring to local congregations throughout the Roman empire. For
example, we read “...the church of God which is at Corinth.” (1 Cor 1:2)
Paul was at Ephesus and “called for the elders of the church.” (Acts 20:17)

The church is a very important part of God’s plan to save man. He
planned it before time began. (Eph. 3:8-11) Let us make sure we are part
of the church of the New Testament. That church was made up of those
who were saved as the Bible teaches. (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38) It was
organized with elders as the overseers (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5) It is a group
of people whose names are registered in heaven. (Heb. 12:23) Are you part
of that church?

— Bill Brandstatter preaches for the Marion Church of Christ in Marion,
IL. He



PRAYER LIST Purpose of the Mystery

*Cindy has had problems with in- Scripture Reference: Ephesians 3:8-13
fection following her treatments.
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Smiles never go up 1n price nor
down 1n value!

SUNDAY: Bible Class — 10:00 am; Worship — 11:00 am; Evening — 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening — 7:00 pm
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: Church_of_christ@roadrunner.com



