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By Brandon G. Harris
Schedule of How many of us have heard someone say: “I would go to church, but it’s full of
Services: hypocrites.” The Sunday school response to this statement is, “Even hypocrites
Greeting: Tom need Jesus.” I have regrettably believed for years that the largest deterrent to the

Song Leader: Myron Christian faith among lost people today is Christians themselves. While the Sunday
school answer is correct, it’s hard to accept as anything more than a cop-out. By
allowing this cliché response to exit our mouths, I believe we accept our own hy-
pocrisy as something that is comically permissible.

Opening Hymn:
1A—How Great Thou

Art It’s not just the lost who are affected by the hypocrisy of Christians. It is also fel-
Opening Prayer: low Christians; [ was one of them. Several years ago, when [ was nineteen years
Ray old, I had a burning desire to serve the Lord. I wasn’t sure in what capacity or to
Hymn: what extent. [ was living in a small town near the border of Kentucky and Tennes-
53—Purer In Heart, 0 S¢¢ . . .

God My father was the chlld.ren’s minister at one of the larger gh}lrches in the area. |

] . saw this as an opportunity to take my passion for youth ministry and really try to
Scripture Reading: make an impact. There was already a youth minister, so I just wanted to lend a
Ryan hand where ever I could. My intentions were always good, and I felt like I was
Acts 8:26-38 connecting with those kids. For some reason my reputation as the young, aspiring
Hymn: youth minister and the children’s minister’s son didn’t sync up, at least to the exist-
289—The Breaking of ing youth leader. I don’t know if it was his ego or some sort of unprovoked jeal-

Bread ousy, but he proceeded to spiritually crush my ambition and pour water all over the

g . fire that consumed me toward service.

LOTEES SITPOeTE I became the subject of countless rumors. The most vicious of which suggested that
Mark & Ryan I was usin infl to sed ' -
g my influence to seduce the young ladies of the youth group. The ru

Hymn: mors persisted and with one passive aggressive blow after another, the fired up
282—Ring Out the young man that I had once been was no more. My father also had to endure ridicule

Message from the youth minister because of me. Since my father had more of a backbone
Sermon: Tom than I, he fought hard to continue his work for God at that church. Amidst all the
Invitation Hymn: pressures and the “problem” I had become, he still managed to build the most suc-

644—Trust and Obey cessful ghildren’s ministry that church had ever seen. _

I caved in. I resolved myself to the mindset that, “If they’re going to talk about me,
then I’ll give them something to talk about.” I laid down my passion for ministry
and sought out the company of non-Christians. Thus began my years of rebellion...

Closing Hymn:
27—Be with Me, Lord

Closing Prayer: I told that story to make this point. There are, without a doubt, hypocrites in the

Dale church; some of them are even the “leaders.” Even though the reason behind this
hypocrisy is debatable, the fact of the matter is... it’s destructive and not the least
bit funny.

I write to you today as a man who is better and stronger because of the pain and
ridicule he’s experienced. Unfortunately there are more people that have been
burned by “HypoChristians” that cannot say the same. Some people will never
know the victory of salvation or the hope of restoration because of Christians. This
is a tragic disappointment to God. If you are part of this travesty, fix it! If you
know someone with a story like mine, love them the way Jesus asked you to. Let’s
exchange hypocrisy for humility and ask God to lead us once again.




PRAYER LIST
*Mark’s wife, Debbie, is being
treated for skin cancer.

*Cindy was having respiratory
problems last week.

*Juanita’s daughter Debbie is
having heart problems and her
son Ron is on dialysis.

*Pat is feeling some better.
*Dale’s friend Zarna’s father has
health issues and pray for Zarna
as well while she reads the Bible.
Pray that she is receptive to the
gospel.

*Larry is having back pain.
*Gary and Cindy’s daughter,
Lisa Marie, has a scope sched-
uled this week..

*Dale, his friend Jimmy, his
mother and his cousin Jayna
and her family.

*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.

CALENDAR

Dec. 9—Bible Study 10 am
Mark
9—Worship 11 am & 6 pm
Speaker: Tom
9—Potluck
9—b. Megan
9—b. Richard
16—Bible Study 10 am
Mark
16—Worship 11 am & 6 pm
Speaker: Tom
23—Bible Study 10 am
Mark
30—Bible Study 10 am
Mark
30—Worship 11 am & 6 pm
Speaker: Tom
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SUNDAY: Bible Class — 10:00 am; Worship — 11:00 am; Evening — 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening — Postponed until Spring

ANSWERED
CANDACE
DESERT
GUIDES
JERUSALEM
PROPHET
SCRIPTURE
SLAUGHTER
TREASURY
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Hidden Message:

13

Christ Is Preached

Scripture Reference: Acts 8:26-38

AUTHORITY
CHARGE
ETHIOPIA
HIMSELF
JUSTICE
READING
SHEARER
SOMEONE
UNDERSTAND
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BEFORE
CHARIOT
EUNUCH

HUMILIATION

OPENED
RETURNING
SILENT
SPIRIT
UNLESS
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BEHOLD
DECLARE
GENERATION
ISATAH
OVERTAKE
SAYING
SITTING
TOWARD
WORSHIP
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Happiness can be thought, taught,

and caught, but not bought.

Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: Church_of_christ@roadrunner.com



