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Expressions & Impressions

By Ron Thomas

Are you approachable? It is likely each of us can say, “Yes, I am approachable. Why do you ask?” It
was not long ago that I heard a sister say to the preacher, “You’re approachable.” This is an interesting
remark. Is the case that some in the congregation, perhaps Bible class teachers, other saints, elders are
not? Perhaps. On the other hand, maybe all that was meant is the preacher is approachable and easy to
talk to.

Are you judgmental? Some time back, a good way in fact, I heard a person say of an elder, “He is
judgmental!” The context of that remark had to do with “Let us not approach him lest we be given a
judgmental lecture about how we have done this or that wrong.” The idea behind the word
“judgmental” is negative in just about every use of the word. We all have a standard by which we live
and judge. Most of the time the standard is of our own making, but the standard by which we live and
judge is to be the Lord’s. Then, putting that into practice, we form our opinions along with our experi-
ences into a firm decree by which we live. When that decree by which I live is compelled on another
person without them asking for it, I become judgmental. I have learned long ago this is a recipe for
separation.

Again, not too long ago, I heard a brother say that when something was introduced into his mind,

say some failings or struggle that belongs to a particular
saint, the brother who is told this information — told be-
cause there is a desire to receive help to overcome — the
brother told now can’t get the impression from the mind.
Consequently, whenever the struggling one presents him
or herself to the preacher, the impression made is the only
image seen. The preacher now has to get over the hurdle
to be of any help, while the one needing help does not re-
alize the extra height that needs to be scaled.

Have you come across a saint who mumbles much,
says nothing in the mumbling worth hearing, but is judg-
mental in the saying of it? I have. Rather disappointing.
Murmuring/mumbling destroyed the nation of Israel (1
Cor. 10:9-10) and it destroys the saint who engages in the
same.

This goes a long way to solving all of the above:
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatso-
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what-
soever things are of good report; if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil.
4:8).

Each of us should put it into practice.
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Schedule of
Services:
Greeting: Mark
Song Leader: Myron
Opening Hymn:
23 — Sweet Hour of Prayer
Opening Prayer
Tom
Hymn:
437 — Where Could I Go
Scripture Reading:
Gary
Philippians 4:2-9
Hymn:
293 — Night, With Ebon Pinion
Lord’s Supper:
Dale & Larry
Hymn:
14 — Higher Ground
Sermon: Mark
Invitation Hymn:
614 — Who At My Door is Standing
Closing Hymn:
406 — Savior, Grant me Rest and Peace
Closing Prayer:
Ray




PRAYER LIST Meditate on These Things

*Nina had problems with low Scripture Reference: Philippians 4:2-9
blood pressure last week. The

crbsltst e mentomn 1 AGAIN ALWAYS ANXIOUS ANYTHING

*Juanita’s sister Betty is not do- BRETHREN CHRIST CLEMENT COMPANION

ing well. EUODIA EVERYTHING FELLOW FINALLY

*Mary and her family. GENTLENESS GOSPEL GUARD HEARTS

:Nlna’s brother, James. IMPLORE JESUS KNOWN LABORED

Robert and Sara LOVELY MEDITATE MINDS NAMES

*Pat and Ron. NOTHING PRAYER REJOICE REPORT

*Juanita and her family.

*Larry and Ruth REQUESTS SUPPLICATION SURPASSES SYNTYCHE
THINGS THROUGH VIRTUE WHATEVER

*Dale in reference to his work,
his mother and his cousin Jayna WORKERS
and her family. His friend Zarna
and her family.

*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.
*Our congregation

CALENDAR

Oct. 13—Bible Study 10 am
Tom

Oct. 13—Worship 11 am & 6 pm
Speaker: Mark

Oct. 13—Potluck

Oct. 15—b. Tom

Oct. 16—Bible Study 7 pm
Rob

Oct. 17—b. Renee

Oct. 20—Bible Study 10 am
Tom

Oct. 20—Worship 11 am & 6 pm
Speaker: Mark

Oct. 23—Bible Study 7 pm
Rob

Oct. 27—Bible Study 10 am
Tom

Oct. 27—Worship 11 am & 6 pm
Speaker: Mark

Oct. 27—b. Gary

Oct. 28—b. Larry

Oct. 30—Bible Study 7 pm
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Never think about the mistakes you've made.
Think about the mistakes you will make.

SUNDAY: Bible Class — 10:00 am; Worship — 11:00 am; Evening — 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study — 7:00 pm
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: church_of Christ@roadrunner.com
Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com



