
by: Bill Brandstatter 
    In questioning Jesus, Pilate asked the question: "what is the truth? "(John 18:38) This 
is a question that transcends time and reaches even unto this day. Many today are asking 
the same question. Some have arrived at what is believed to be the answer. Others are still 
looking. Let us examine for a minute what the truth is not. In so doing, perhaps we can 
determine what is the truth. 
   The truth is not based on just man's opinion. One man stated, "Opinions are like noses, 
everybody has one." There may be much truth in that simple statement. The fact is, opin-
ion is like the wind; it can change with different conditions. Many have opinions, but not 
all opinions are truth. There are basically two kinds of opin-
ion. There are subjective opinion and objective. Subjective 
opinions are usually based on feelings, notions, ideas, and 
past experiences. Sometimes these opinions are fueled by feel-
ings at a given moment in time. Objective opinions, however, 
are based on fact. For example, if I tell you that it is my opin-
ion that my car will not run without gasoline, that would be 
an example of objective opinion. Objective opinion is based on 
truth. Subjective is not. 
   The criteria for determining truth can also vary with the in-
dividual. The question might be asked: Who or what is the au-
thority in a particular matter? Often the right authority is not 
consulted. Therefore, the truth is not seen. If in religious cir-
cles, I consider what "they" say regarding certain matters, I 
might not arrive at the truth. Jesus stated a number of times 
in Matthew chapters 5 and 6, "You have heard it said, but I 
say unto you." He was attempting to lead those to whom He 
was speaking into the truth. He stated that we could know the 
truth (John 8:32). He also stated that He was the truth (Jno. 
14:6). To understand and obey Jesus is to know and follow 
the truth. He is the right authority, not man or some religious 
official. 
   Truth can be determined. Truth is attainable. The source of 
all truth is God. To answer the question, What is truth?, I 
need only to go to the word of God and look at what it says. 
Like those Christians at Berea, I should "search the scriptures 
daily whether those things were so" ( Acts 17:11 ). 
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^ĐŚĞĚƵůĞ�ŽĨ�� 
^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͗ 

'ƌĞĞƟŶŐ͗�dŽŵ 
^ŽŶŐ�>ĞĂĚĞƌ͗��ĂůĞ 
KƉĞŶŝŶŐ�,ǇŵŶ͗� 
ϱϵ—,ŽůǇ͕�,ŽůǇ͕�,ŽůǇ 
KƉĞŶŝŶŐ�WƌĂǇĞƌ 
DǇƌŽŶ 
,ǇŵŶ͗� 
ϭϬϯ—���ĞĂƵƟĨƵů�>ŝĨĞ 
^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ�ZĞĂĚŝŶŐ͗ 
>ĂƌƌǇ 
:ŽŚŶ�ϭϴ͗Ϯϴ-ϯϴ 
,ǇŵŶ͗� 
Ϯϵϳ—tŚĞŶ�DǇ�>ŽǀĞ�&Žƌ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�
'ƌŽǁƐ�tĞĂŬ 
>ŽƌĚ͛Ɛ�^ƵƉƉĞƌ͗� 
ZĂǇ�Θ�ZǇĂŶ 
,ǇŵŶ͗� 
ϱ—tŽƌƚŚǇ��ƌƚ�dŚŽƵ 
^ĞƌŵŽŶ͗�dŽŵ 
/ŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶ�,ǇŵŶ͗�� 
ϵϴ—/�^ƵƌƌĞŶĚĞƌ��ůů 
�ůŽƐŝŶŐ�,ǇŵŶ͗� 
ϭϳϲ—^ƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ� 
WƌŽŵŝƐĞƐ 
�ůŽƐŝŶŐ�WƌĂǇĞƌ͗ 
DĂƌŬ 

ϭϮϴ�DĂƉůĞ��ǀĞ͘��ϰϰϬ-Ϯϴϲ-ϱϱϬϱ 
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*DU\�	�&LQG\¶V�GDXJKWHU-LQ-
ODZ�6DUD�KDV�JHVWDWLRQDO�GLDEH�
WHV��6KH�DOVR�KDG�D�ELRSV\�ODVW�
ZHHN� 

-XDQLWD¶V�VLVWHU�%HWW\� 

0DU\�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\� 

1LQD¶V�EURWKHU��-DPHV� 

5REHUW�DQG�6DUD 

3DW�DQG�5RQ��3DW�LV�QRZ�GR�
LQJ�SK\VLFDO�WKHUDS\�DW�KRPH� 

-XDQLWD�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\� 

/DUU\�DQG�5XWK 

'DOH��KLV�PRWKHU�DQG�KLV�
FRXVLQ�-D\QD�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\��
+LV�IULHQG�=DUQD�DQG�KHU�IDPL�
O\� 

5D\��5HEHFFD��DQG�6WHYHQ� 

2XU�FRQJUHJDWLRQ 

&$/(1'$5 
-DQ����—%LEOH�6WXG\����DP 
 ���'DOH 
-DQ����—:RUVKLS����D�	���S 
����������������6SHDNHU��7RP 
-DQ����—E��&LQG\ 
-DQ����—D��7RP�	�1LQD 
-DQ����—E��0DGHO\Q 
-DQ����—E��5REHUW 
-DQ����—%LEOH�6WXG\����DP 
 ���0DUN 
-DQ����—:RUVKLS����D�	���S 
����������������6SHDNHU��7RP 
-DQ����—/RJDQ 
)HE���—%LEOH�6WXG\����DP 
 �0DUN 

^hE��z͗���ŝďůĞ��ůĂƐƐ�—�ϭϬ͗ϬϬ�Ăŵ͖�tŽƌƐŚŝƉ�—�ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ăŵ͖��ǀĞŶŝŶŐ�—�ϲ͗ϬϬ�Ɖŵ 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗��ŚĂƌĚŽŶĐŚƵƌĐŚŽĨĐŚƌŝƐƚ͘ŽƌŐ 

�-ŵĂŝů͗�ĐŚƵƌĐŚͺŽĨͺ�ŚƌŝƐƚΛƌŽĂĚƌƵŶŶĞƌ͘ ĐŽŵ 
WŽĚ��ĂƐƚ͗��ŚĂƌĚŽŶ͘ƉŽĚďĞĂŶ͘ĐŽŵ 

$QVZHU�WR�3X]]OH��3LODWH�VDLG�WR�
+LP��³:KDW�LV�WUXWK"´�$QG�ZKHQ�KH�
KDG�VDLG�WKLV��KH�ZHQW�RXW�DJDLQ�WR�
WKH�-HZV��DQG�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³,�ILQG�
QR�IDXOW�LQ�+LP�DW�DOO� 

/Ŷ�WŝůĂƚĞ͛Ɛ��ŽƵƌƚ 

ACCORDING ACCUSATION AGAINST 
ANSWERED ANYONE CAIAPHAS 
CALLED CONCERNING DEFILED 
DELIVERED ENTERED EVERYONE 
EVILDOER FULFILLED KINGDOM 
LAWFUL MORNING OTHERS 
PASSOVER PRAETORIUM PRIESTS 
RIGHTLY SERVANTS SIGNIFYING 
SPEAKING  THEMSELVES THEREFORE 
WITNESS YOURSELF 

N P D I M U I R O T E A R P L A T E 
R O R E V O S S A P C O S A I D T E 
K E I O L H I M W C H A T T I S N S 
F I O T T I E R O F E R E H T T P T 
U C N D A R V R U T H A N D E E W H 
L A H G L S D E F I L E D R A R E E 
F L N H D I U E R H A D E K S A S M 
I L I D N O V C T E H D I I S H I S 
L E E G W E M E C N D N T O U T G E 
L D A A G A I S N A G T O T H E N L 
E C J G E W T G N I N R O M S A I V 
D N A D A N G N I N R E C N O C F E 
S A I I A I D F L E S R U O Y T Y S 
O T H V A A N S W E R E D E M I I F 
I N R D N P O S R I G H T L Y F N A 
U E L T I N H H T A N Y O N E I G M 
S L U F W A L A E N O Y R E V E A T 
W I T N E S S A S L L P R I E S T S  

Hidden Message: ____________  ________  ____  ______, “________ ____  
__________?” ______  ________  ____  ______  ________  ________  ____  
________  ______  __________  ____  ______  ________, ______  ________  
____  ________, “__  ________  ____  __________  ____  ______  ____  ___.” 

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĨĂŝů͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵĐĐĞĞĚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽŶĞ͍� 


