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Patriotism in God’s Kingdom

By Joe Chesser
This week our great nation is celebrating its independence. For 244 years now we have been a free nation.
We are blessed in countless ways as citizens of the United States of America. Far too often these blessings
are taken for granted. A new wave of patriotism and awareness of our blessings swept the country following
the terrorists’ attacks on September 11, 2001. Though not as obvious as then, patriotism is still strong.
Patriotism is defined as “love of country and a willingness to sacrifice for it.” Other words related to the
idea patriotism are loyalty, devotion, self-sacrifice, and brotherhood. Because of their love of our country
and the people who populate it, men and women willingly risk their lives to protect and defend our liberties
and freedoms. At this time of year, patriotism swells within us a sense of pride and renews our devotion
when we hear our national anthem or when we simply notice our beautiful flag flying in the breeze. This is a
perfect time to display our patriotism. Fly your flags. Decorate your cars and yards. Pray for America.
As Christians we have the privilege of taking the idea of patriotism to an
even higher and greater plane, to the spiritual level. One of the analogies Schedule of
the Bible uses to describe the people of God is as a kingdom or a nation. In Services:
fact, the kingdom was the central image Jesus used to relate his gospel to
us. He began his ministry by declaring, “The kingdom of God is near. Re-
pent and believe the good news” (Mark 1:15). Jesus spoke many kingdom
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parables. The very heart of the words messiah and Christ is that Jesus is the gﬂe_mgigegyﬁ ltl:to Tempta-
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the kingdom of God (Matthew 16:18). 2—We‘:’re Marchine to Zion
Do you feel as patriotic towards the church as you do America? Do you Sermon: Tom &
have feelings of pride, loyalty and devotion for the church? Are you willing o e )
to sacrifice for the Lord’s kingdom with your time, energy and resources? Invitation Hymn:
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PRAYER LIST Assurance of the Resurrection

*Zarna’s friends and family in Scripture Reference: 2 Corinthians 5:1-8

India.

*Larry and Ruth. ACCEPTABLE BECAUSE BEHOLD BEING

*Pat and Ron and their daughters. BELIEVES BUTLT CALLED CHOSEN

*Juanita’s sister Betty. CHRIST CORNERSTONE DARKNESS DESTINED
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“Never put off till tomorrow
what you can do today.” —Thomas Jefferson

SUNDAY: Bible Class — 6:00 pm (on Zoom); Worship — 11:00 am;
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: church_of_Christ@roadrunner.com
Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com
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