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Called for a Purpose

By Ronald Bartanen

“And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them that are called
according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Many live their lives in hopeless frustration. Life for
such seems to be without purpose and hope. One’s
days become filled with futility and the sense of mean-
inglessness in life. As Paul penned the above scripture
to the Roman Christians, he is assuring them of God’s
hand in their lives as they, with him, were sharing in
“the sufferings of this present time” (v. 18). He is as-
suring them that in spite of the grossly unpleasant cir-
cumstances that may encompass their lives, they were
not forsaken of God. In fact, he assures them that as
they continue to love God He is able to use “all
things,” including their sufferings, for their good,

namely, the fulfilling of God’s purpose in their lives.

God’s call to any individual is not without purpose for that person. When God called Moses to service, it was for
the deliverance of God’s people, Israel, from their bondage in Egypt. When
God called Israel’s prophets, it was that they be God’s inspired spokesmen, Schedule of
calling His people to repentance. When Jesus first called His disciples, say- chedule o
ing, “follow me,” He gave them the vision of becoming “fishers of men” as . Services:
they sought souls for Jesus’ kingdom (Matthew 4:19). Greeting: Mark

While today the call of Jesus may not appear as spectacular and personal as Song Leader: Dale
these examples, it is just as real. That call was spoken of by Paul in writing Opening Hymn:
the church in Thessalonica: “’He called you by our gospel to the obtaining of 176—Standing on the Promises
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 2:14). Jesus’ plea, “follow me” Qpening Prayer: Ray
is an invitation through the gospel message of the crucified and risen Savior, Hymn:
and Paul declares its purpose is that we share in Christ’s glory. It is as Paul 59
reminded Timothy concerning Christ, “Who has saved us, and called us with gzri Holy, Holy,. Hc')ly

. . ; . pture Reading: Larry
a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose R 3:18-30
and grace...” (2 Tim. 1:9). omans 6. 18-

Wherever the gospel of Christ is proclaimed, and men and women respond HYymn:
with commitment of faith, you will find Christians, members of the Lord’s 649—I Gave My Life for Thee
body, the church—a people with a purpose. Those who answer to His call Lord’s Supper: Mark
find significant changes taking place in heart and life. Sin no longer reigns as Hymn:
the master of one’s life, for Jesus has been enthroned. From the waters of 355__Heaven Holds All to Me
baptism these rise to walk in “newness of life” (Rom. 6:3-4), freed from sin, §ermon: Mark
and, now, “servants of righteousness” (v. 17). Life, for such, now takes on Invitation Hymn:

purpose and hope. 624—Why Keep Jesus Waiting

Ronald Bartanen preaches for Arthur Church of Christ, Arthur, IL Closing Hymn: . .
100—Take My Life and Let it Be
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PRAYER LIST
*Tom and Nina and their family.

From Suffering to Glory

Ben is at home recovering from Scripture Reference: Romans 8:18-30

surgery. . . . ACCORDING ADOPTION CANNOT CHILDREN

*Ron and Bonnie and their fami- COMPARED  CONSIDER CORRUPTION  CREATION

ly. Ron has not been feeling well DELIVERED EXPECTATION FIRSTFRUITS FOREKNEW

and will be seeing the doctor this FUTILITY GLORIOUS GROANINGS INTERCESSION

;Veek- _ _ LIKEWISE OURSELVES PERSEVERANCE REDEMPTION

~Margaret her family and friends. SEARCHES  SUBJECTED  SUFFERINGS  TOGETHER

Wanda and her family. WEAKNESSES WILLINGLY

*Kathy and her friends.

*Zarna and her family.
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*Pat and Ron and their daughters.

*Juanita’s sister Betty. OCTRARLLEOETGHRIND

*Mary and her family. ICNGE SONCRNNWEOTYE
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*Juanita and her family
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*Dale and his family. TDEERRVIEIMLTCIDETEFNYV

*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven. CIFOHEOFOPNEDAETRTITE

*Myron & Carole

#Mark and his family. ENFIRCFUTNSGEKRGRTLR R
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Oct. 25—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Mark
Oct. 25—Bible Study 6 pm

Hidden Message:
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The way to get started
is to quit talking and begin doing.

SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom);
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: church_of_Christ@roadrunner.com
Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com
Like us on FaceBook



