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Calvary or Bethlehem?

By Bill Brandstatter

Two places played an important part in Jesus’ life. The first was Bethlehem, the place of his birth. (Matt.
1:5-9) The second was Calvary, the place of His death. (Luke 23:33) Of these two, only one has affected
mankind for all generations. That one is Calvary.

At Calvary, His birth in Bethlehem found its real meaning. Paul wrote “But made Himself of no reputa-
tion, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.” (Phil. 2:7NKJV) Because Jesus
came in the form of a baby, He entered the world like everyone else. He also died for every man on a cross
on Calvary. He bore the sins of many. (Heb. 9:28) Without the events in Bethlehem, Calvary would not have
been possible; but with the events of Bethlehem the events of Calvary affected all men of all generations.

At Calvary, the timing of His birth in Bethlehem was realized. Paul wrote about the time when Christ
would be born in order to redeem others. In Ga. 4:4, we read, “But when the fullness of the time had come,
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law...” (NKJV) This happened in Bethlehem. Then
Paul continues, “...To redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as
sons.” (Ga. 4:5) According to Heb. 9:15, this happened at His death on Calvary.

At Calvary, the good news of Bethlehem became a reality. The angels’
announcement to the shepherds was “I bring you good tidings of great joy Schedule of
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Having a sharp tongue can cut your own throat.

SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom);
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: church_of_Christ@roadrunner.com
Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com
Like us on FaceBook



