Good News From Chardon

Bitten By Snakes
By Joe Chesser
The Israelites were not very smart. That’s because they
were people, and people aren’t very smart, especially when it
comes to things pertaining to God. For example, there is a short
story you can read in Numbers 21. At this point in Israel’s history they had experienced many awesome examples of
God’s power and deliverance (10 plagues in Egypt;
the parting of the Red Sea; manna from heaven;
water from a rock, etc.). The immediate context of
the story in Numbers 21 is the total defeat and destruction of the king of Arad, his people and towns,
by the Israelites.
God had answered their prayers for help (21.1-3).
Evidently they had very short memories. As they traveled
on from Arad, skirting around the nation of Edom, they became
impatient with Moses and God and began voicing their negative opinions against them (21.4-5). They must have had the “what-have-you-done-forme-lately” syndrome. They asked dumb questions like, “Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the desert?” They complained, “There is no bread! There
is no water! We detest this miserable food!” Sounds a lot like some of us when God
doesn’t do for us what we think He should, doesn’t it? How quickly we forget the
blessings of God.
Most of the time, thankfully, God is patient with people (2 Peter 3.9). However,
this wasn’t one of those times. God sent venomous snakes among them, and the
snakes did what the snakes were sent to do – bite people. Many of the Israelites
died (21.6). The people learned the hard way that complaining against God is not a
good idea. Never has been, never will be. They also learned that confessing their
sins to God is a good idea. So, when they confessed their sin, Moses prayed for the
people, and God answered his prayer (21.7).
But instead of sending the venomous snakes away from the Israelites, he had
Moses make a bronze snake and mount it on a pole. God said, “anyone who is bitten can look at it and live” (21.8). The snakes still did what snakes do, but the people learned to trust God for deliverance from death by doing what God told them to
do. Anyone who looked at the bronze snake lived. Surely there weren’t people stubborn enough to refuse to look at it!
There’s more to the story, but it’s not about the Israelites, it’s about us. Their
story has become our story. We, too, sin against God, all of us (Romans 3.23). The
old serpent, Satan (Revelation 12.9), “bites” us with temptations which leads us to
die spiritually (due to our sins). Yet, like them, God offers us hope. He doesn’t take
away the temptations, but He does provide us a way to avoid death. “Just as Moses
lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone
who believes in him may have eternal life” (John 3.14-15). Jesus is our only hope
when bitten by Satan. Jesus was lifted up on the cross so that we can look to him
(John 12.32) to overcome the deaths Satan desires.
Joe Chesser preaches for the Fruitland Church of Christ, Fruitland, MO
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Schedule of
Services:
Greeting: Dale
Song Leader: Ray
Opening Hymn:
475—Thou Thinkest Lord of
Me
Opening Prayer: Larry
Hymn:
535—Whispering Hope
Scripture Reading: Ryan
Numbers 21:1-9
Hymn:
633—Prepare to Meet Thy
God
Lord’s Supper: Ray
Hymn:
43—More About Jesus
Sermon: Dale
Invitation Hymn:
192—Anywhere with Jesus
Closing Hymn:
165—Savior Like a
Shephard Lead Us

PRAYER LIST
*Bonnie and her family .
*Margaret and Albert.
*Wanda and her family.
*Kathy with the loss of her
aunt.
*Zarna’s family and friends
*Larry and Ruth.
*Pat and Ron and their
daughters.
*Juanita’s sister Betty and
the rest of her family.
*Mary and her family.
*Robert and Sara. Robert’s
friend Paul is being treated
for a tumor on his back.
*Ray and Barbara
*Dale and his family.
*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.
Ray was not feeling well
last week.
*Myron & Carole and their
family.

CALENDAR
Feb. 21—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Dale
Feb. 21—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Tom
Feb. 21—(b.) Jaden
Feb. 22—(a.) Ray &
Barbara
Feb. 28—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Tom
Feb. 28—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Dale
Mar. 7—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Tom
Mar. 7—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Dale
Mar. 8—(b.) Dale Steele
Mar. 14—Worship 11 am

The Bronze Serpent
Numbers 21:1-9
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Hidden Message: ____ ________ ____________, ______
____ ________ _____________ _______________ _______
_________ ______ ________________ ______; _________
____ _______ __________ _________ ____ ________
________ ______ _________________ ________ ____.

If the going gets easy you may
be going downhill.
SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom)
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: church_of_Christ@roadrunner.com
Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com
Follow us on FaceBook

the Lord that He take away the serpents from us.
spoken against the Lord and against you; pray to
Answer to Puzzle: We have sinned, for we have

