Good News F@Iﬂ Chardon

By Joe Chesser

Do you have one of those clocks that chimes a tune at the top of every hour?
Does it also count the hours? I heard about a couple that had an old grandfather
clock that did both. One night as the couple slept, the clock malfunctioned and
instead of striking twelve times at midnight, it struck thirteen times. In his sub-
conscious sleep, the husband still heard the thirteen “bongs.” He immediately
sat up and, with panic on his face, said to his wife, “Honey, wake up! It’s later
that it’s ever been before!”

The fact is, each tick of the clock takes us closer to the Lord’s return than ever
before. Despite all the hubbub recently about the world coming to an end on a
specific date, and despite the fact that no one knows but God when that day or
hour may be (Matthew 24:36), the truth is that it could be at any time. As Jack
Graham recently wrote, “THE END IS NEAR isn’t just a sign hanging on
someone’s neck, but it’s a present reality for all of us living in the last days.
There is no sign that awaits fulfillment. There is no prophetic message that has
yet been untold and unfulfilled before the return of Christ. It could happen any
time!”

Christians in the first century lived with that expectation. Properly understood,
it affected the way they lived and gave them hope. To Titus Paul wrote that
God’s grace taught people to say “NO” to ungodly living and “YES” to right-
eous living in this present age, “while we wait for the blessed hope — the glori-
ous appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:11-13).
There is no need for Christians to live in panic. There is need, though, for god-
ly living every day and for a healthy expectation of the Lord’s second coming
and the end of time. It helps us keep our value system focused on God and not
on this world (Colossians 3:1-17). Knowing the Lord could come at any mo-
ment should motivate us to work faithfully in His vineyard, bearing fruit for
His glory (Matthew 25:14-30). It should motivate us to be drawn closer to Him
day by day and to be prepared for His return no matter when that happens
(Matthew 25:1-13). It should create within us a deep appreciation for God’s
mercy, allowing us time to be prepared (2 Peter 3:8-11). Like the Christians in
the first century, we should develop a longing for His quick return (Revelation
22:20).

Does the thought of the second coming of Jesus fill you with hope or with
fear? Does it cause you to worry or to smile? Would you rather it happen right
now or wait until later? Do you try to ignore it or do you think about it often?

Whether we have a grandfather clock or not, we should awake every morning
knowing that it’s later than it’s ever been before. There’s no need for panic,
but there is need for preparation and joyful expectation.
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Schedule of

Services:
Greeting: Mark
Song Leader: Dale
Opening Hymn:
14—Higher Ground
Opening Prayer: Ray
Hymn:
477—Blessed Assurance
Scripture Reading: Ryan
Matthew 24:36-44
Hymn:
301—He Loved Me So!
Lord’s Supper: Larry
Hymn:
2—We’re Marching to Zion
Sermon: Mark
Invitation Hymn:
644—Trust and Obey
Closing Hymn:
655—God Be With You
Closing Prayer: Mark



PRAYER LIST

*Beverly is in Geauga Hos-
pital and is doing as well as
can be expected.

*Bonnie and her family .
*Margaret and Albert.
*Wanda and her family.
*Kathy and her friends
*Zarna’s family and friends
*Larry and Ruth.

*Pat and Ron and their
daughters.

*Juanita’s sister Betty and
the rest of her family. Her
son Dale’s mother-in-law
was in an auto accident re-
cently.

*Mary and her family.
*Robert and Sara.

*Ray and Barbara

*Dale and his family.

*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.
*Myron & Carole and their
family.

*Mark and his family .

CALENDAR

Mar. 14—Daylight Savings
Time

Mar. 14—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Mark

Mar. 14—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Dale

Mar. 15—(b.) Jackson

Mar. 17—(b.) Dorene

Mar. 21—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Mark

Mar. 21—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Dale

Mar. 21—(b.) Mary

Mar. 25—(b.) Justin

Apr. 2—Business Meeting
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No One Knows the Day

Matthew 24:36-44

before broken coming

drinking eating entered
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marriage master other
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Hidden Message:

Money talks but often just
says, ""Good-bye'"".

SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom)
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: church_of Christ@roadrunner.com
Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com
Follow us on FaceBook



