Good News Fém Chardon

By David A. Sargent

Karl Stegall tells of two brothers who entered the first grade. One said he was
born January 1, 1984. The other said he was born April 4, 1984.

“That is impossible [that you are brothers],” said the teacher.

“No,” replied the first brother, “one of us is adopted.”

“Which one?” asked the teacher.

“I don’t know,” he replied. “One day I asked my Dad [that question] and he
kissed us both and said, ‘I forgot.”” *

The relationship of these two brothers to their father and to one another illus-
trates two descriptions of how one may be brought into the family of God.

Some Scriptures speak of being born into God’s Family. Jesus told Nicodemus:
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can
he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:3-5). This is a reference to baptism
(immersion) in water when a penitent believer in Christ receives the forgiveness
of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; 22:16). Upon his or her baptism,
the penitent believer is added to the family of God, the church (Acts 2:41, 47; Ga-
latians 3:26-29).

Other Scriptures speak of the redemptive process as being adopted into the
family of God (Romans 8:15-17; Galatians 4:4-6; Ephesians 1:5). The idea is
that because of our sins, we are orphans and desperately lost. But God loves us
and wants to adopt us into His family. The Son of God, Jesus, paid the price for
our redemption — and our adoption — by dying on the cross for our sins (Ephesians
1:7). The Apostle Paul wrote to Christians: “For you did not receive the spirit of
bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry
out, ‘Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified togeth-
er” (Romans 8:15-17).

When is one adopted into the family of God? Here is where the two pictures
combine: one is adopted into the family of God when he or she is born again.

God will save and adopt into His family those who place their faith and trust in
Jesus (Acts 16:30-31), turn from their sins in repentance (Acts 17:30-31), confess
Jesus before men (Romans 10:9-10), and are baptized — “born again” — for the for-
giveness of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). He adds us to His family, the church, and we
enjoy all the spiritual blessings that are found in Christ (Ephesians 1:3), including
knowing God as our heavenly Father and sharing relationship with brothers and
sisters in Christ.

As Christians we exclaim, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1).

The Good News is that YOU can be “born again™ and “adopted” into the Fami-
ly of God, too. Trust and obey Jesus. God wants you to be in His family, forever.
e From “Family of God” by Robert C. Shannon as quoted in

www.preaching.com.

David A. Sargent, minister for the Church of Christ at Creekwood in Mobile, Ala-
bama,
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Schedule of

Services:
Greeting: Mark
Song Leader: Dale
Opening Hymn:
668—Our God He Is Alive
Opening Prayer: Larry
Hymn:
501—Give Me The Bible
Scripture Reading: Tom
Ephesians 1:3-14
Hymn:
297—When My Love To
Christ Grows Week
Lord’s Supper: Ray
Hymn:
17—Revive Us Again
Sermon: Mark
Invitation Hymn:
644—Trust and Obey
Closing Hymn:
358—When The Saved Get
To Heaven
Closing Prayer: Ryan



“Bonnie and her family Redemption in Christ

*Margaret and Albert. Ephesians 1:3-14

*Wanda and her family.

*Kathy and her friends abound accepted according adoption
*Zarna’s family and friends before Beloved blame blessed
*Larry and Ruth. Chose Christ Dispensation Every
*Pat and Ron and their Father Foundation Fullness gather
daughters. Grace having heavenly Himself

*Juanita’s sister Betty and Tesus K nOwn ight vster
the rest of her family. Her g y y

son Dale’s mother-in-law places pleasure praise predestined
was in an auto accident re- Prudence purposed should times
cently. Together toward which wisdom

*Mary and her family.
*Robert and Sara.

*Ray and Barbara

*Dale and his family. Aunt
Mary’s daughter Jackie had
a stroke recently.

*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.
*Myron & Carole and their
family.

*Mark and his family .
*Our congregation

*Our Veterans

*Qur nation and the world
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CALENDAR

Apr. 2—Business Meeting 7
pm on Zoom

Apr. 4—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Mark

Apr. 4—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Dale

Apr. 5—(a.) Richard & !
Rosemary

Apr. 11—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Mark

Apr. 11—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Dale

Apr. 14—(b.) Sara It does a man no good to sit up and

Apr. 14—(a.) Brendan &

Lisa Marie take notice if he keeps on sitting.
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Hidden Message:

@ SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom)
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
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