Good News Fé)m Chardon

By Bill Brandstatter

We know that the word “gospel” comes from a Greek word meaning, “good news.
The word “gospel” can apply to any and all messages from the Bible. The gospel is a
report or something stated. (Isa. 53:1; Rom. 10:12) In the New Testament the emphasis
is on the Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16). Some in those days were following a
“different* gospel. (Gal. 1:6-9) Throughout the history of God’s people and even today
some people may be following an unwritten gospel. In other words, they are receiving
a message from some source that they consider to be good news. They are listening to
the message and following it. Let us look at some unwritten gospels that many are fol-
lowing:

THE GOSPEL OF TRADITION: Jesus said they had taken the commandments of
men and taught or proclaimed them as “doctrine.” (Mt. 15:9) Some today will say
something and then state, “That’s the gospel truth.” Most, if not all of us, are raised
under this unwritten gospel. Tradition merely means something handed down. This can
be good if it is apostolic or New Testament tradition; but if it is something non-
Biblical, great caution must be taken. In our text they were taking men’s command-
ments and teaching them as fact. This can apply today. This may even be in the
churches of Christ if caution and discretion are not used. The number of songs we sing
or how many prayers we say during our worship usually go according to the tradition
of each congregation. There is a caution here. Just because we feel uncomfortable
about something doesn’t mean it is unscriptural, however, if it is unscriptural, we
should feel uncomfortable.

THE GOSPEL OF HUMAN OPINION: Statements that indicate this view are: “One
church is just as good as another “and “I don’t believe in any organized religion.” This
view may also be the area of majority rule. Human opinion and majority rule crucified
Christ. Jesus asked a question about human opinion and got a variety of answers. (Mt.
16:13-18) Human opinion is subject to each individual. The standard is self-judgement.
(Matt. 21:25)

GOSPEL OF PREACHER-FOLLOWERS: Some may follow a certain preacher
because he is a big name, written a lot of books, is on television, or preaches for a big
church. In Acts 5:36-37, we read of two men, Theudas and Judas who had followers.
Theudas claimed to be somebody. (Acts 5:36) Four hundred followed him. Judas
“drew away many people after him.” (Acts 5:37) The church at Corinth also had this
problem. (1 Cor. 1:12-14) At one time a statistic indicated that 80% of people who be-
lieved something did so because the preacher said it was so. We are to believe some-
thing because the Bible says it is so. If the preacher says the same thing, that is great.

THE GOSPEL OF NEWNESS: People in Athens spent their time in hearing or see-
ing some new thing. (Acts 17:20) This may be a reference to religion since the city was
overtaken in idols. A new church building is built somewhere and people flock to it.
We live in an age where newness is in. The old is discarded or counted as obsolete.
Many churches now, even denominational churches have “traditional” and
“contemporary” services. Entertainment plays a big part in the gospel of newness.

THE GOSPEL OF FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS: We are all part of some group of
people. We sometimes spend more time away from home than we do at home. 1 Cor.
15:33 says evil companionships corrupt good morals. Ex. 23:2 cautions us not to fol-
low the crowd to do evil. John warns, “Love not the world or the things of this world.”
in 1Jn. 2:15.

THE GOSPEL OF FAMILY: All of us were here at one point in time. The Samari-
tan woman was there. Saul of Tarsus was there. The Jews in Matthew 3 were there.
This gospel is one that is very important to us. “If it was good enough for Dad and
Mom, it is good enough for me.” All of these gospels have an impact on the life of the
believer. The one gospel that will affect us eternally is the gospel of Christ. Christ
wants His gospel to be preached (Mark 16:16); obeyed (Rom. 6:17); and followed
(Matt. 28:19). Will you do that today?
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Services:
Greeting: Tom
Song Leader: Dale
Opening Hymn:
459—The Gloryland Way
Opening Prayer: Ray
Hymn:
5—Worthy Art Thou
Scripture Reading: Ryan
Galatians 1:3-10
Hymn:
301—He Loved Me So
Lord’s Supper: Larry
Hymn:
90—Into Our Hands
Sermon: Tom
Invitation Hymn:
613—Are You Washed in
the Blood
Closing Hymn:
114—I Want To Be A
Worker
Closing Prayer: Dale
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Jun. 15—(b.) Audrey
Jun. 19—(b.) Asher
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Jun. 20—Worship 11 am.
Speaker: Tom

Jun. 20—Bible Study 6pm
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@ SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom)
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