Good News Fé)m Chardon

By Gary L. Hutchens

The date July 4th holds special significance to our nation. It marks the
date, in 1776, on which the founding fathers signed the Declaration Of
Independence, declaring our independence
from England and our determination to be a
free and sovereign nation. Accordingly,
we celebrate July 4th as Independence
Day.

The United States of America have stood
as a symbol of freedom to oppressed peo-
ples around the globe for well over two hun-
dred years. We have repeatedly defended
our freedom and independence and that of
other nations from oppressors.

But I’'m afraid that we’ve taken our free-
dom for granted for so long, that many of
our own citizens do not realize what a precious blessing it
is. We would do well to remember that our nation was
not always free, that winning our independence was costly
and that we could, more easily than we might realize, find ourselves once
again under the rule of another. We are truly blessed to live in this land in
freedom.

There is a far more important Independence Day, however, than that
celebrated each year on July 4th. When a person learns the truth of the
gospel of Christ, and in obedience turns to Him as his Lord and Savior, he
is set free from the guilt and condemnation of his sin (John 8:32). As he
repents of his sins and is baptized into Christ (Romans 6:3), the blood
shed by our Lord on the cross cleanses that soul of the guilt of his sins
(Acts 22:16). He is literally set free!

A person set free from sin “is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17),
a Christian. In becoming a Christian, that person is “delivered...from the
power of darkness and conveyed...into the kingdom of the Son of His
love” (Colossians 1:13), in other words, the kingdom of God. The Re-
vised Standard Version translates “the power of darkness™ as “the domin-
1on of darkness.” The devil is the ruler of that dominion (2 Peter 2:4).

A person who lives in sin is a slave of the devil (Romans 6:16). But
when a person is baptized into Christ, he is set free from the slavery of sin
(Romans 6:6-7). In Being set free, he has gained his independence from
the most cruel, ruthless, bloodthirsty tyrant there is. He no longer lives
under sin’s curse. As long as he stays faithful to God, he can look for-
ward with assurance to eternal salvation (Romans 6:22; Revelation 2:10).

The most incredible Independence Day is the day a person is baptized
for the remission of his sins (Acts 2:38), the day he enters into salvation
in Christ (Romans 8:1), the day he is set free from sin, the day he comes
out from under the tyrannical rule of the devil. Oh, what an Independence
Day! Have you experienced that independence day in your life???
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Services: *

Greeting: Tom

Song Leader: Ray
Opening Hymn:
234—Hold the Fort
Opening Prayer: Larry
Hymn:

225—Soldiers of Christ
Arise

Scripture Reading: Ryan
Romans 8:1-8

Hymn:

295—In Remembrance
Lord’s Supper: Dale
Hymn:

219—Banner of the
Cross

Sermon: Tom

Invitation Hymn:
594—Jesus Will Give
You Rest

Closing Hymn:
227—Stand Up For
Jesus

Closing Prayer: Tom



PRAYER LIST - -

*Bonnie and oo family Free from Indwelling Sin
*Margaret and Albert. Romans 8:1-8

*Wanda and her family.

*Kathy is still having prob- According account Christ condemnation
lems with her leg and ankle Could death flesh fulfilled

*%zina:nfngﬂ}[fhand e Jesus likeness might minds
*Pat?nd Ron and their Requirement righteous sending Spirit

family. Their therefore things those
*Juanita’s sister Betty and Through

the rest of her family.
*Mary and her family.
*Robert and Sara and their
children.

*Ray and Barbara and their
family.

*Dale and his family.

*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.
*Myron & Carole and their
family.

*Mark and his family.
Mark has not been feeling
well.

*QOur congregation

CALENDAR
July 4—Worship 11 am.
Speaker: Mark
July 4—Bible Study 6pm
on-line with
Dale Hidden Message:
July 7—(b.) Rebecca
July 8—(b.) Ruth
July 11—Worship 11 am.
Speaker: Mark
July 11—Bible Study 6pm
on-line with
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July 17—(b.) Myron live for nothing.” —George Patton
@ SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom)
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org

N E-mail: church of Christ@roadrunner.com
T N Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com
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