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By Josh Blackmer

On the road to Damascus, Paul saw a light that was brighter than the
noontime sun as Jesus spoke to him (Acts 22:6). It was that light that blinded
him on the road (Acts 22:11). There are many passages that refer to Christ
and the Father as light. From those passages there are lessons to be learned.

John opens his gospel with discussion of Jesus as
light. “There was the true Light which, coming into the
world, enlightens every man” (John 1:9). “The Light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not compre-
hend it” (John 1:5). Jesus stands as a stark contrast to dark-
ness. The word “comprehend” in verse 5 is not a word that % &
speaks to understanding. It refers more to the fact that =
darkness could not overtake or apprehend the light. Later | &
in the gospel letter, John writes, “I am the Light of the
world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness,
but will have the Light of life” (John 8:12). And, “I have
come as Light into the world, so that everyone who be- B
lieves in Me will not remain in darkness” (John 12:46). E /

This light is life and frees us from the darkness that |~ -

is in this world.
Not only does His light liberate us, but it also exposes the |
deeds of men. “This is the judgment, that the Light has
come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather
than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates
the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be ex-
posed. But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds
may be manifested as having been wrought in God” (John 3:19-21). Those
that will not step into the light choose not to so that their evil deeds will not
be exposed. If we are doing those deeds that glorify God, then we should not
ashamed. “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).

Our relationship with God and His Son is described in terms of light
and darkness. “This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to
you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that
we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleans-
es us from all sin” (1 John. 1:5-7). I am in a right relationship with God in the
light. I come in contact with the blood of Christ in the light. Why would I
wander into darkness?

May these passages serve as a reminder “so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light” (1 Pet. 2:9).
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Services:

Greeting: Tom

Song Leader: Ray
Opening Hymn:
82—Brighten the Corner
Opening Prayer: Dale
Hymn:

182—Stepping in the Light
Scripture Reading: Jared
John 12:42-50

Hymn:

119—Rock of Ages
Lord’s Supper: Ray
Hymn:

563—Send the Light
Sermon: Tom

Invitation Hymn:
647—Almost Persuaded
Closing Hymn:

Closing Prayer: Ryan
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CALENDAR
Sept. 26—Worship 11 am AV 2 B I ME SN F G Y B R X 1ML
Speaker: Tom HiZE @ 52 Midl EY KUE L E Bdx oGP HUY
Sept. 26—Bible Study
6pm on-line F 0O PHAPRTISEEZ:=ZEZSSIOQssS P W
with Dale EM >S5 EF NI FHWYTEFP R F
Sept. 26—(b.) Margaret
Sept. 26—(b.) Rob S. Hidden Message: o

Sept. 28—(b.) Rylan ,
Sept. 20—(a.) Mark &
Debbie

Oct, 1—Business Meeting
7 pm on Zoom

Oct. 1—(b) Ron

Oct. 3—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Tom

Oct. 7—(b) Alayna

Sometimes you just have to
\pick yourself up and carry on.

SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on
Zoom)
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
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