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Sayings in Jeremiah (1)

Through the course of years, I have read the Book of Jeremiah
many times, and as I’ve read, I have taken note of what I consid-
er sayings from the pen (mouth) of the Lord’s prophet that are
interesting. What strikes me as interesting may not strike you the
same way, but I thought I would develop a thought or two from
those sayings, those expressions. I begin in chapter 6.

Jeremiah 6:10, notice the various versions of the English Bi-
ble:

KJV: O whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they may
hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken
behold, the word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they
have no delight in it.

NET: Who would listen if I spoke to them and warned them?
Their ears are so closed that they cannot hear! Indeed, what the
LORD says is offensive to them. They do not like it at all.

ESV: To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may
hear? Behold, their ears are uncircumcised, they cannot listen;
behold, the word of the LORD is to them an object of scorn; they
take no pleasure in it.

If one is not familiar with the language of the Bible, then per-
haps the idea behind an “uncircumcised ear” is perplexing. The
NET gives the actual sense of what was said by the prophet.
With that said, looking at the versions, the three English Bibles
give no significant (or insignificant) difference in what is said.
The Lord gives warning, but who listens? To ask is to answer,
and this is what makes Jeremiah’s task so difficult because no
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one (hyperbole) was going to listen. Why won’t they listen? Be-
cause their ears are uncircumcised (closed); uncircumcised
(closed) ears can’t hear, like an uncircumcised heart refusing to
submit to the Lord. Those who couldn’t hear first began with a
refusal to hear.
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Hebrews 2:1-4

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slip. 2For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedi-
ence received a just recompence of reward; * How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvatlon which
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; * God also
bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Hon Ghost,
according to his own will?



