
    Just recently, a particular item had to be recalled from a fairly sig-
nificant number of stores. A certain brand of tuna that was sold at 
some regional and national retail stores had to be pulled from the 
shelves and was recalled when it was discovered that there was a fairly 
significant potential for botulism. It was discovered that, basically, 
several of the tins had not been sealed properly, and as such, the poten-
tial for this dangerous and potentially deadly problem had become 
very real. To their credit, the company pulled the product and got to 
work on making things safer. 
    Consider for just a moment, though, if that news story had turned 
out differently. What if that company had decided not to pull this item 
from the shelves and just go on selling their product as if nothing was 
wrong? Besides being illegal, we would consider such a decision 
heartless and cruel. They might come up with a mindset that just says 
that their product is essential (after all, people have to eat) in addition 
to being tasty and healthy. However, their product was contaminated 
and tremendously dangerous. 
    Now consider if you did not know about that danger and were shop-
ping for tuna. You pick up the tin and read the label to make certain it 
is what you want to purchase. You double-check the ingredients and 
put that can of tuna in your cart. You have been told, by advertising 
and by the label on the tin, that this is healthy and tasty. What you 
have not been told is that what is inside is not, in reality, all that the 
label claims. In fact, what is inside could kill you. 
    When we put it in those terms, that is a fairly frightening scenario. 
The claim of the company is not really their aim. They are basically 
claiming that their product is healthy and tasty, but their aim is clearly 
shown, by their actions, to be nothing but financial profit and even 
greed. 
    Such is a terrible thing to contemplate, but it also can have a very 
sobering application to our Christian lives. It is simply this: is my 
claim also my aim? 
    Think of it this way: by singing certain hymns, by "amening" a 
prayer, or by thanking my Bible class teacher for discussing a particu-
lar subject, I am claiming that I agree with those truths. But then, when 
I go throughout my week, does the aim of my life fit those claims? Am 
I striving to live what I claimed I believed? 
    Maybe I sing with gusto that "I want to be a soul-winner for Jesus 
every day." I claim that by the words that I am speaking. As I go 
throughout my week, though, is it my aim to actually put those words 
into practice by contacting people, encouraging people, or teaching 
people? Maybe the person leading a public prayer leads us by saying, 
"Help us to remember our shut-ins in our daily prayers," and, in my 
mind, I say "amen" to that. But do I really, in my daily life, have a de-
sire to actually remember to pray for those shut-ins? Does my aim 
match my claim? 
    Or maybe there is a Bible class that deals with a difficult subject like 
immodest apparel. After the class, I thanked the teacher for showing 
Scripture and for having the courage to teach lovingly about it. But 
then, my family goes to the beach later that month, and we share  
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Schedule of Services 
Greeting:  Mark 
Song Leader:   Dale 
Opening Hymn: 
13—Wonderful Words Of Life 
Opening Prayer:  Tom 
Hymn:  
190-Leaning On The Everlasting Arms 
Scripture Reading: Ryan 
James 1:12-17 
Hymn:  
257—Amazing Grace 
Lord’s Supper:  Myron 
Hymn:   
358—When The Saved Get To Heaven 
Sermon:  Mark 
Invitation Hymn:   
613—Are You Washed In The Blood 
Closing  Hymn: 
53—Purer In Heart, O God 
Closing Prayer:  Robert    

CALENDAR 
Mar 22—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker: Mark 
Mar 25—(b) Justin 
Mar 29—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker:  Tom 
Apr 5—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
 Speaker : Mark      Business meeting 
Apr 5—(b) Ken 

♫ Sweet hour of prayer!  
Sweet hour of prayer! 

That calls me from a world of care, 
And bids me at my Father’s throne 

Make all my wants and wishes known;  
In seasons of distress and grief,  
My soul has often found relief,  

And oft escapd the tempter’s snare  
By thy return,  

sweet hour of prayer. ♫ 
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SUNDAY:   Bible Study—10:00 am, Worship—11:00 am                   
440-286-5505            Website:  Chardonchurchofchrist.org 

E-mail:  church_of_Christ@roadrunner.com 
Pod Cast:  Chardon.podbean.com   Follow us on Facebook:  Church of Christ 

Audio Service:  312-626-6799        Zoom I.D.:   81430241090   Password:   444015 

PRAYER LIST 
Mynda as she travels. Kenny’s health, Celeste had a 
 healthy baby boy Camden Friday, Aunt Donna and 
 family during a difficult time 
Tom & Nina health, her upcoming surgery March 30,  
 Sister  in law Frances health, niece Tanya’s transfer 
 to Tenn. Daughter Jenny and family 
Mark and Debbie as they travel. Mark’s brother Dale health 
Bonnie’s health, grandsons Devin, Dakota, Dillon, Mick, 
 Connor. Daughters Ronda  and Renee.  
Wanda’s migraines; son Allen.  Her  sister Joyce’s brother 
 in law health 
Mary, Carl and family recovering from flu, Nephew Seth & 
 wife Liz   
Jim and Beverly G. health issues. Jim is at VA hospital,  
 Bev is  in treatment 
Wayne and Diane G. with health issues 
Kathy’s healing of foot surgery and health, she is at home, 
 friends Channing, Jimmy &  Howard, Kim, Rex, 
 Edard Family, Nick & Emily Family, Sandi & John 
Linda’s  health,  Tiffany & family. Christian seizures, son 
 John & wife Becky,s health, great  Grand daughter 
 Dahlia health. Ethan’s health 
Belinda’s 5 year old son, Kwabena, in Ghana with  
 fever convulsions. 
Zarna and her family 
Juanita health. Her family. Nurse’s aid Maddie’s health 
Ray and Barbara and their family.  
Dale's health issues, headaches, His family.  7 year old girl, 
 Lucie, with Leukemia. Cousins, Randal physical & 
 mental health, Jalen’s mental health. Cousin Aleeka 
Ray health, his family. He is at Chardon Health  
 Care room #203. Steven and Asher.  
Sadly, Pat Fisher passed away last Thursday. Prayers for 
 her family 
Robert & Sara, Son Michael,  Daughter Maddie, Sara’s 
 father Jeff’s health, her mother Connie’s health 
Brenda heart issues surgery recovery, son Mark’s  heart 
 issues, sister-in-law Linda, breast cancer,  grand
 son Jason neck disc, granddaughter Amanda.  
 brother Jim surgery recovery, Friend Marge  cancer.  
 Great nephew’s back injury 
Larry as he travels 
Betty’s niece Kelly passed away Tuesday 

James 1:12-17  12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive 
the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  13 Let no man say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  14 
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  15 Then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  16 Do not err, 
my beloved brethren.  17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
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pictures with the world via social media of our 
bodies almost completely uncovered. Does my aim 
match my claim? 
    You see, we would be appalled if that tuna com-
pany had done what we laid out earlier. We would 
be enraged if they knew their product was poten-
tially deadly and just went on as if nothing was 
wrong. We would be amazed that anyone could be 
so brazen, cruel, and greedy. We might even in-
voke the word "hypocrite" to describe their actions 
because they would be intentionally choosing to 
have their aim not match their claim. 
    But in our spiritual lives, we can often excuse 
the very same behavior when it is spiritually dead-
ly! We claim to want to follow Jesus with our 
whole being, but the aim of our life does not line 
up with that claim. We excuse our choices for any 
number of reasons, even though we hear lessons 
on them or sing or pray things that make it seem as 
if we are truly striving to be faithful. 
    Certainly, there will be times when we simply 
slip up. Temptation is very real and strong, and we 
sometimes fall into something that we know is 
wrong. I am not writing about those moments of 
weakness. 
    Instead, there could be times when we sing, 
pray, or listen to a lesson and "amen" the senti-
ment, knowing full well that we are going to not 
follow through on that claim. That is a spiritually 
deadly way to live. 
    Each time I sing a lyric of a hymn, pray along 
with a public prayer, or listen to a lesson, I need to 
ask myself, before I "amen" it: am I willing to aim 
my life in such a way that backs up this claim? 
Only I can answer that for myself, but my answer 
could mean everything to my everlasting soul. 

Adam Faughn preaches for the  
Central Church of Christ in Paducah KY  

WHERE IS IT WRITTEN? 
Jesus wept. 

Answer:  John 11:35 


