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Jasue 24

Schedule of Services
Greeting: Tom
Song Leader: Dale
Opening Hymn:
2—We're Marching To Zion
Opening Prayer: Dale
Hymn:
578—This Is My Father’s World
Scripture Reading: Darryl
Luke 17:20-25
Hymn:
257—Amazing Grace
Lord’s Supper: Robert
Hymn:
577—Heavenly Sunlight
Sermon: Tom
Invitation Hymn:
98—1I Surrender All
Closing Hymn:
112—Angry Words
Closing Prayer: Ryan

J He leadeth me!
O blessed tho't!
O words with heav’nly comfort
fraught!
What e’er | do, where e’er | be,

Still ‘tis Gods hand that leadeth me.

He leadeth me,
He leadeth me,
By His own hand He leadeth me:
His faithful follow’r | would be,
For by His hand He leadeth me. &

CALENDAR

June 14-Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am
Speaker Tom

June 15-(b) Derek

June 15-(b) Audrey

June 19-(b) Asher

June 19-(a) Danny & Susan

June 21-Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am
Speaker Tom

How are the Church and the Kingdom Related?

The burning question in the hearts of the early Jews was
the question of when the Messiah would establish His king-
dom on earth and reign upon David’s throne. Most misunder-
stood the issue, and even the disciples were caught up in
misconceptions of the nature of the Lord’s kingdom. Just be-
fore His ascension, they asked Jesus, “Lord, wilt thou at this
time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). They
just did not understand the true nature or identity of the king-
dom of God.

The word “kingdom,” as used in the New Testament,
means “royal power, kingship, the territory subject to a king,
the reign of the Messiah,” with primary reference to the rule,
reign, and authority of God. New Testament writers used it in
several senses. Paul spoke of the eternity of the kingdom:
“And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will
preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom” (2 Timothy 4:18).
Jesus used kingdom in another sense when He told the
Pharisees, “behold, the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke
17:21), meaning that the kingdom, or rule of God was in their
midst through His ministry as the Son of God. The primary
use of the term “kingdom,” however, is in reference to the
church.

After Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
the living God, Jesus blessed Peter, saying, “upon this rock |
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven” (Matthew 16:18-19). Jesus here used the
phrases “my church” and “kingdom of heaven” interchangea-
bly. Writing later, Paul rejoiced with the Colossian Christians
that God “hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son” (Colossians 1:13). Just a few verses later he identified
the kingdom as “the body, the church” (Colossians 1:18).

John the Baptizer, Jesus, and the apostles all preached
that the kingdom was “at hand,” or near. “Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). “Jesus began
to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand” (Matthew 4:17).

The New Testament church surely fulfills the Old Testa-
ment prophecies of the kingdom. Daniel declared that “in the
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Luke 17:20-25 20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come,
he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 21 Neither shall they say, Lo
here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 22 And he said unto the disciples, The days
will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it. 23 And
they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them. 24 For as the lightning,
that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the
Son of man be in his day. 25 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.
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