
   The burning question in the hearts of the early Jews was 
the question of when the Messiah would establish His king-
dom on earth and reign upon David’s throne. Most misunder-
stood the issue, and even the disciples were caught up in 
misconceptions of the nature of the Lord’s kingdom. Just be-
fore His ascension, they asked Jesus, “Lord, wilt thou at this 
time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). They 
just did not understand the true nature or identity of the king-
dom of God. 
 
    The word “kingdom,” as used in the New Testament, 
means “royal power, kingship, the territory subject to a king, 
the reign of the Messiah,” with primary reference to the rule, 
reign, and authority of God. New Testament writers used it in 
several senses. Paul spoke of the eternity of the kingdom: 
“And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will 
preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom” (2 Timothy 4:18). 
Jesus used kingdom in another sense when He told the 
Pharisees, “behold, the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 
17:21), meaning that the kingdom, or rule of God was in their 
midst through His ministry as the Son of God. The primary 
use of the term “kingdom,” however, is in reference to the 
church. 
 
    After Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
the living God, Jesus blessed Peter, saying, “upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matthew 16:18-19). Jesus here used the 
phrases “my church” and “kingdom of heaven” interchangea-
bly. Writing later, Paul rejoiced with the Colossian Christians 
that God “hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son” (Colossians 1:13). Just a few verses later he identified 
the kingdom as “the body, the church” (Colossians 1:18). 
 
    John the Baptizer, Jesus, and the apostles all preached 
that the kingdom was “at hand,” or near. “Repent ye: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). “Jesus began 
to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand” (Matthew 4:17).  
 
    The New Testament church surely fulfills the Old Testa-
ment prophecies of the kingdom. Daniel declared that “in the 
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♫ He leadeth me!  
O blessed tho’t!  

O words with heav’nly comfort 
fraught!  

What e’er I do, where e’er I be,  
Still ‘tis Gods hand that leadeth me.   

He leadeth me,  
He leadeth me,  

By His own hand He leadeth me:  
His faithful follow’r I would be,  

For by His hand He leadeth me.♫ 
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Luke 17:20-25   20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, 
he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 21 Neither shall they say, Lo 
here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 22 And he said unto the disciples, The days 
will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it.  23 And 
they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them.  24 For as the lightning, 
that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the 
Son of man be in his day.  25 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation. 

days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom, which shall never be de-
stroyed” (Daniel 2:44). The “kings” referred 
to the Roman Empire, the fourth kingdom of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream image, the kings 
who controlled first century Judaea when 
the church was established.  (continued 
on back) 
    (continued from front) 
 
   Jesus Himself predicted that the kingdom 
would be established within the lifetime of 
the apostles. “Verily I say unto you, That 
there be some of them that stand here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the kingdom of God come with pow-
er” (Mark 9:1). The kingdom surely came 
with power on the day of Pentecost (Acts 
2). 
 
    People become citizens of the kingdom 
of God, the church, by the new birth, being 
born of the water and the spirit. “Verily, veri-
ly, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 
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WHERE IS IT WRITTEN? 

Wherefore comfort yourselves  
together, and edify one another, 

even as also ye do. 

Answer:  1 Thessalonians 5:11 


