
you think God thinks of all of this?   In 
Galatians 4:10-11 Paul is condemning 
the Christians at Galatia for observing 
religious days without God's authoriza-
tion.  "You observe days and months 
and seasons and years.  I am afraid of 
you, lest I have labored for you in 
vain."      For man to set up and ob-
serve a religious holiday would be 
adding to the word of God.  We are 
severely warned not to add to what 
God has said.  “If anyone adds to these 
things, God will add to him the plagues 
written in this book” (Revelation 
22:18).  Man will lose his soul in Hell 
by adding to what God has said.  We 
are commanded, “And whatever you 
do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus” (Colossians 3:17).  
To do something in the name of the 
Lord Jesus is to do it by His authority.  
Where in the Bible has the Lord au-
thorized us to celebrate Christmas, 
December 25th or any other day as His 
birthday?   
     Since we do not have the authority 
from the Lord, the Christian should not 
celebrate Christmas as a religious holi-
day.  A Christian can celebrate Christ-
mas as a secular holiday just as we 
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celebrate Labor Day, Memorial Day, or 
July 4th, but without any religious sig-
nificance.  We can give gifts, send holi-
day greetings, decorate, etc., but we have 
not been authorized to celebrate Christ-
mas as a religious holiday. 

Answer to the Puzzle:  

Hidden Phrase: Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by him. 

Calendar 

Dec. 25—Bible Study 10 am 
Dec. 25—Worship 11 am & 6 pm 
 Speaker: Mark am; Tom pm 
Dec. 28—Bible Study canceled for 
    the winter 
Jan. 1—Bible Study 10 am 
Jan. 1—Worship 11 am & 6 pm 
   Speaker: Mark 
Jan.  2—b. Carl 
Jan.  4—Bible Study canceled for 
    the winter 
Jan.  8—Bible Study 10 am 
Jan. 8—Worship 11 am & 6 pm 
   Speaker: Mark 

By Ron Boatwright 
     How did December 25th come to be celebrated?  Christmas originated as a pagan reli-
gious holiday.  Ancient Roman pagans first introduced the holiday of Saturnalia which was 
a week long period of lawlessness celebrated December 17-25.  The ancient Greek writer 
and historian, Lucian, describes the festival Saturnalia holiday observance as the time when 

pagans honored their god, Saturn.  Each Roman community selected a victim whom they 
forced to indulge in food and other physical pleasures throughout the week.  At the festi-
val’s conclusion on December 25th the innocent victim was brutally murdered.  In addition 
to the human sacrifice there was widespread intoxication, gambling, and sexual indulgence, 
with people going from house to house naked while singing (a precursor of modern carol-
ing).   
     In the fourth century AD, “so-called Christianity” imported the Saturnalia festival hop-
ing to lure the pagan masses to accept Christianity and promising them they could continue 
to celebrate Saturnalia as Christians.  So man takes this disgusting pagan holiday and makes 
it the supposed birthday of Christ.  The problem is there is nothing Christian about Saturna-
lia.  The earliest Christmas holidays were celebrated by drinking, sexual indulgence, and 
singing naked in the streets.  Some holiday?   
     We do rejoice that Christ was born of a virgin just as God promised in Isaiah 7:14.  But 
we rejoice even more “that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 
15:3-4).  The word “Christmas” is not in the Bible.  The Bible has absolutely nothing to say 
about December 25th as the birthday of Christ.   
     December 25th is the least likely day of the year for Christ to have been born.  We read 
in Luke 2:8 of the angel of the Lord appearing to the “shepherds living out in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night”.  Shepherds would not be keeping watch over their 
flocks in the fields at night in Palestine in December and January because it is usually cold 
and rainy.  With the shepherds tending their flocks at night in the field indicates Jesus was 
born during the warmer seasons.  If God wanted us to know the date of Christ’s birth, He 
would have told us in the Bible.  God has not authorized us to celebrate Christmas as a reli-
gious holiday.   
     For most of the religious world, Christmas has been set aside by man as a “holy day” to 
celebrate the birth of Christ.  Theatrical and dramatic performances entertain large crowds 
of people attending Christmas church services, but they don’t come back any other time of 
the year.  People want to celebrate Christmas as Christ being a babe in a manger and when 
Christmas is over they want to put Him in a box until next year and live their lives the rest 
of the year as they please.  Many people celebrate Christmas with drunken parties, just as 
the pagans celebrated Saturnalia.  Christmas is about pleasing men and not God.  What do  
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What About Christmas? 



*Pat is still hav-
ing breathing 
problems. 
*Mark is recov-
ering well from 

his knee injury. 
*Juanita’s son Ron and 
daughter Debbie.  
*Dale, his cousin Cartrell, his 
mother, his Aunt Mary and his 
cousin Reginald. 
*David, Doreen and their fam-
ily.   
*Ruth (arthritis), and her 
brothers  George and John. 
*Ron & Pat,  their great-
grandson    Bryan, and Ron’s  
brother Gerald.  
*Rebecca, her son Steven, and    
other members of her family. 
*Our Congregation and Our 
Nation. 
*Our Veterans and their fami-
lies.  

Sunday Worship Services, Dec. 25, 2016 

Greetings and Announcements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark  

Song Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dale 

Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hold to God's Unchanging Hand—346 
Opening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . .(Please Stand). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ray 
Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amazing Grace—257 
Scripture Reading . . . . . . . . (Colossians 3:12-17) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ryan 
Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .When My Love To Christ Grows Weak—297 
Lord’s Supper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Myron & David 

Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Give Me the Bible—501 

Sermon (AM). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark 

Invitational Hymn  . . . . . . . . . (Please Stand) . . . . . . . . .Just as I Am—605 

Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It Is Well With My Soul—561 

Closing Prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . .(Please Stand) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Larry 

Prayer 

List 

Things to Remember 
Chardon Website: 

Chardonchurchofchrist.org 
Business Meeting is held 
the 1st Sunday of each 
month following morning 
worship. 
Potluck Luncheon is held 
the 2nd Sunday of each 
month following morning 
worship. 
The link to Gospel Broad-
casting Network is 
www.gbntv.org. 
Church of Christ Radio 
can be listened to at 880 
WRFD. 
Information for the bulletin 
should be sent before Friday 
of each week. Call Mark or 
Nina or use e-mail address: 
Church_of_Christ@roadrun
ner. com 

G G W T S I R H C S L T H H H A T S  

N N N O E V E R M L C E U Y E D O I  

I N I I W O R L E E A M D O R D E E  

R Y D R H D A W L R B E C A R G O P  

A A L L E S D E T L L I N T H E E N  

E E A H P F I S E B O W E L S R T T  

B M V E C O F N W I S D O M F F S E  

R T H O S I E U O E L O R E D K N A  

O J E G B S R S S M U S C G G I I C  

F I N V S A I N G G D T T N T N A H  

F O R G I V I N G H N A A I H D G I  

S P I R I T U A L E Y O N G E N A N  

K M E E K N E S S H T S L N R E T G  

A N O T H E R S G Y I O E I E S G O  

T H A N K F U L N M R D C S F S A N  

D E V O L E B D I N A T A H O E F A  

S E I C R E M T H S H L E R R A U Q  

C A L L E D H E T R C B P Y E H I M 

ABOVE ADMONISHING AGAINST ANOTHER 

BELOVED BOWELS CALLED CHARITY 

CHRIST DWELL ELECT FORBEARING 

FORGIVING GRACE HEARTS HUMBLENESS 

HYMNS KINDNESS LONGSUFFERING MEEKNESS 

MERCIES PEACE PERFECTNESS PSALMS 

QUARREL RICHLY SINGING SONGS 

SPIRITUAL TEACHING THANKFUL THEREFORE 

THINGS WISDOM 

Hidden Phrase:__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __   
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Character of the New Man 
Colossians 3:12-17 


