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You Started It!

By Alan Smith

Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human Resources person asked
the young MBA fresh out of MIT, "And what starting salary were you look-
ing for?"

The candidate responded, "In the neighborhood of $125,000 a year, de-
pending on the benefits package."

The HR person said, "Well, what would you say to a package of 5-weeks
vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical and dental, company matching re-
tirement fund to 50% salary, and a company car leased every two years -
say a red Corvette?"

The graduate sat up mouth agape and said, "Wow! Are you kidding?"

And the HR person responded, "Certainly.....but you started it!"

That's the trouble with a lot of young people today (I never thought I
would be old enough to say that!) -- they want to start at the top and work
their way up from there.

We as Christians are sometimes the same way, though. We want what's
at "the top" without going through what lies below. For example, we want
patience (and we want it right now!), but we don't want the trials that devel-
op patience. We'd rather start at the top. James said, "My brothers and sis-
ters, when you have many kinds of troubles, you should be full of joy, be-
cause you know that these troubles test your faith, and this will give you
patience." (James 1:2-3, NCV)

Have you prayed for patience lately? You need to expect that God will
give it to you immediately. And, on top of that, you will never have any
problems in life at all. None! Everything will always go smoothly. You'll
suffer no injustices, experience no heartaches, and never know what it
means to fail. Am I kidding? Certainly........ but you started it!

May the troubles you experience today lead you toward patience and ma-
turity in the days to come (no kidding!).

Have a great day!

Alan Smith, Cruciform Church of Christ in
Spring Lake, North Carolina



Sunday Warnship Sewvices, Sept. 17, 2017

Greetings and ANNOUNCEMENtS. . . .. .. vvv e it i e eaeaennn Mark
Song Leader. . ...... .. Mark

Hymn............ ... ... .. ... .. ... I'd Rather Have Jesus—1B
Opening Prayer. .......... (Please Stand). . .................... Tom
Hymn.......................... Mansions Over the Hilltop—393
Scripture Reading . . . ... .. (Romans 12:1-8). .................. Ryan
Hymn................. ... ... ... ... In Gethsemane Alone—311
Lord’s Supper. ... Myron & Ron
Hymn..................... In My Heart There Rings A Melody—584
SEeImON. . . .ot e Mark

Invitational Hymn . . . (Please Stand) . . .Is Thy Heart Right With God—39

Hymn.......... .. ... . ... ...

This World Is Not My Home—361

Closing Prayer. . ........... (Please Stand) .. .. ............... Larry

*Tom’s cousin
Paula is recov-
ering from her

. surgery at
List  [rome
*Ray S’s

brother-in-law

has brain cancer.

*Dale’s mother and 2 cousins.
*Juanita, her sons, Dale and Ron
and her daughter Debbie.

*Ron, Pat, and their great grandson
Bryan..

*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.

*Ruth and her brother George.

*QOur Congregation

*Qur Nation & Our Veterans.

Things to Remember
Chardon Website:
Chardonchurchofchrist.org
Business Meeting is held
the 1st Sunday of each
month following morning

worship.

Potluck Luncheon is held
the 2nd Sunday of each
month following morning
worship.

The link to Gospel Broad-
casting Network is
www.gbntv.org.

Church of Christ Radio
can be listened to at 880
WREFD.

Information for the bulletin
should be sent before Friday
of each week. Call Mark or
Nina or use e-mail address:
Church_of Christ@roadrun
ner. com

Serve God

Romans 12:1-8
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