Good News Fr@om Chardon

Don’t Believe Everything!

By Lance Cordle

I recently received a letter in the mail that promised me a large sum of
money. It was sent by air mail. It was written on official-looking station-
ery and bore an official-looking stamp. It bore the logo and name of an
attorney. It said that I had been appointed trustee, executor and benefi-
ciary of a woman’s estate. It said that I could use the money for my per-
sonal needs as well as for my ministry. It also said that all I had to begin
this process was to respond via email and give them my phone number.

Before going any farther, I have a question: Do you think I am going
to respond to this letter? If you do, you must think I am very gullible. I
will not respond because of the following.:

e Though I have not received a hard-copy letter quite like this, I have
seen letters like it sent via email.

e [t is from a foreign country, from some “law firm” about which I have
no knowledge.

e [t is about a person, with which I have had no relationship.
» The stamp is not an official, “raised-letter” stamp, but a
very unofficial language on it.

e There is the very impersonal address: “Attention Beneficiary.”

e [t proposes an exorbitant amount of money ($5,000, 000) to me and
my ministry.

As you might have guessed this is almost certainly an attempt to re-
trieve personal information from me in order to steal my identity. I think
most people would agree with me and would not take the chance and re-
spond.

However, some of the people who might not respond to such a
“phishing” attempt, might follow a religious teacher who does some of
the same types of things. That teacher may use the Bible to teach a false
doctrine. That teacher may propose something as appealing as
$5,000,000—eternal life (or at least, great happiness in this life). That
teacher may “package” his false message in persuasive words and a well-
spoken presentation. That teacher may “prove” his points by emotional
appeal and popular opinion. That teacher may give you permission to live
or worship in a way you believe to be wrong. (Read Galatians 1:6-
9.) That teacher may tell you that your previous teachers were old-
fashioned and unenlightened.

The way to avoid such deception is to test the message and the sender.
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see wheth-
er they come from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the
world” (1 John 4:1, ESV). There is an old saying: “If something sounds
too good to be true, it usually is.”
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Schedule of

Services:
Greeting: Mark
Song Leader: Mark
Opening Hymn:
26—In The Garden
Opening Prayer: Dale
Hymn:
222—Faith of Our Fathers
Scripture Reading: Larry
1 John 4:1-6
Hymn:
312—From the Garden to
the Cross
Lord’s Supper: Ray
Hymn:
282—Ring Out the Message
Sermon: Mark
Invitation Hymn:
595—Blessed Are They
Closing Hymn:
59—Holy, Holy, Holy
Closing Prayer: Ryan
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on-line with Dale
Mar. 21—(b.) Mary Hidden Message: /
Mar. 25—(b.) Justin
Mar. 28—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Tom
Mar. 28—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Dale
Apr. 2—Business Meeting 7
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anyone." [John Ciardi]

@ SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom)
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Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com
Follow us on FaceBook



