Good News Fé)m Chardon

By Jeff Arnette

The story of First Samuel begins with a godly woman named Hannah and
her husband. Her story is one of disappointment, provocation, and an over-
whelming desire for a son.

After much prayer and pleading with God, she gets her son and names
him, Samuel. Believing that he is a blessing from God she is moved to
give him to God and promises that he will serve the Lord. This is a turn-
ing point in the story of Israel and their relationship to God.

Israel has drifted from God to the point that the priesthood is corrupt.
The church, as we would call it, has become like the people and leads
the way in sin. God will use Samuel to lead the nation back to faith
and correct the corruption of the priesthood. Don’t miss that the story
of God working in His people begins with a woman who trusted God
and desires something better. God often uses godly women who
trust Him to make major changes and lead the way in bringing His
people back to Him.

Once Samuel reaches the end of his life and work with Israel
the leaders decide (again moving away from God’s will) that
they need to be like everyone else. All the nations around them
are powerful. Each one has a king who unites them which
causes Israel’s leaders to desire to be like the nations around
them. God has worked through Hannah and her son Samuel to bring the people
back but now they again desire something other than God.

This leads the story to the first king named Saul. God had always led the
nation but now a flawed human is appointed to lead them. In keeping with
their desires for worldliness God allows them to appoint someone who will
again lead them away from Him. Saul begins well enough, but the power soon
goes to his head and he believes he is in charge. The story of Saul, Israel’s first
king, is a story about the dangers of wanting to be like the world. Each succes-
sive story reminds us that taking our eyes off God will lead toward failure and
sin.

Eventually, God appoints a king to replace Saul. God allows Samuel to live
long enough to anoint a young man named David. While David is meant to be
God’s man and lead the nation back to God; he was still flawed. He allows his
desire for a woman, Bathsheba, to drive him to adultery, murder, and worst of
all, away from God. David was a great king and a godly man who found him-
self caught up in sin and deceit. The dangers of sin and the desires to have (no
matter what that desire is focused on) will always give birth to serious conse-
quences in this life. David loses his kingdom, his family, and the first child
born between him and Bathsheba.

God in his grace, sends Nathan the prophet to restore David. Once restored
David regains the city of Jerusalem and builds the nation into a world power.
God allows our choices and desires for sin but we have to live with the conse-
quences.
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Schedule of

Services:
Greeting: Mark
Song Leader: Ray
Opening Hymn:
216—A Mighty Fortress
Opening Prayer: Tom
Hymn:
66—All People on the
Earth Do Dwell
Scripture Reading: Larry
I Samuel 1:8-18
Hymn:
321—At The Cross
Lord’s Supper: Dale
Hymn:
112—Angry Words
Sermon: Mark
Invitation Hymn:
636—Only A Step
Closing Hymn:
656—Blest Be The Tie
Closing Prayer: Ryan



PRAYER LIST

*Bonnie and her family .
*Margaret and Albert.
*Wanda and her family.
*Kathy and her friends.
*Zarna’s family and friends
*Larry and Ruth.

*Pat and Ron and their
daughters.

*Juanita’s sister Betty and
the rest of her family.
*Mary and her family.
*Robert and Sara and their
children.

*Ray and Barbara

*Dale and his family.

*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.
*Myron & Carole and their
family.

*Mark and his family .
*Our congregation

*Our Veterans

CALENDAR

Ap1. 18—Worship 11 am.
Speaker: Mark

Apr. 18—Bible Study 6pm
on-line with
Dale

Apr. 25—Worship 11 am
Speaker: Mark

Apr. 25—Bible Study 6pm
on-line with
Dale

Apr. 27—(b.) Sandy

Apr. 27—(a.) Tim & Tami

Apr. 30—(b.) Breana

May 2—Worship 11 am.

Speaker: Mark
May 2—Bible Study 6 pm
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Hidden Message:
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I Samuel 1:8-18

anguish
doorpost
Elkanah
grieved
husband
prayed
remember
tabernacle
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better

drinking
Finished

Hannah
indeed
priest
Shiloh
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After all is said and done,
more is said than done.

SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom)
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org

E-mail: church_of Christ@roadrunner.com

Pod Cast: Chardon.podbean.com

Follow us on FaceBook



