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By Joe Chesser

King Nebuchadnezzar had a problem — himself. (Yes, he probably had another
problem, too — learning to spell his name.) Not only was he a king, he was
king of the most powerful nation on earth at the time. And, as often happens,
power has a way of destroying a person. Although he wasn’t Jewish, he was
still subject to the will of God, and God was using him to punish the unfaith-
ful Jews. In rising to such a lofty position, Ole King Neb had become so proud
of his power that he thought he was above God. In His mercy to King Neb,
God sent him a dream and sent Daniel to interpret it for him. This is found in
Daniel 4 so I’ll not go into all the details at this time. God even gave the king
a year to repent and avoid the fulfillment of the dream. Instead, at the end of
the twelve months, Nebuchadnezzar boasted, “Is not this the great Babylon I
have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my
majesty?” (vs. 30).

The words were still on his lips when God stripped the mighty king of all his
royal authority and drove him into the wilderness to live with and like the
wild animals, to eat grass like cattle (vs. 32). “His body was drenched with the
dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails
like the claws of a bird” (vs. 33). Not very kingly, is it? He had to live like this
for as long as it took to acknowledged that God was sovereign over the na-
tions and controlled who sat on the thrones of the world. When God wants to
humble a person, He knows the best way to do so.

To his credit, King Neb finally got the point. He raised his eyes toward heav-
en and began to praise the Most High, to give Him honor and glory, and to
acknowledge that He has the power to do as He pleases in both heaven and
earth. And the amazing thing to me is that when King Neb finally humbled
himself before the sovereign God, God restored the king to all his previous
honor and splendor.

Yet, it was all so unnecessary. God wanted Nebuchadnezzar to be the king of
the most powerful nation on earth. He wanted him to have honor and splen-
dor. All the king had to do was to acknowledge that God was sovereign, not
himself. And even when he didn’t, he was given time to change his mind. But
instead, King Neb had to go through the painful, humiliating wilderness expe-
rience to learn to humble himself and lift up the Lord.

I wonder what God is withholding from us because of our pride? I wonder
what blessings are in store for us when we pass the humility test? Perhaps the
hardships we endure are lessons in humility. Hopefully, we can learn from the
surprising experiences of Nebuchadnezzar to humble ourselves, and not have
to be taught humility through our own difficulties. But either way, let’s be
sure to humbly acknowledge that God alone is sovereign. To God be the Glo-

ry!
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Schedule of

Services:
Greeting: Tom
Song Leader: Ray
Opening Hymn:
257—Amazing Grace
Opening Prayer: Dale
Hymn:
338—I Know Whom I
Have Believed
Scripture Reading: Ryan
Daniel 4:34-37
Hymn:
288—The Lord’s Supper
Lord’s Supper: Larry
Hymn:
545—O0O Thou Fount of
Every Blessing
Sermon: Tom
Invitation Hymn:
639—Where He Leads I
Will Follow
Closing Hymn:
573—I Shall Not Be
Moved
Closing Prayer: Tom



PRAYER LIST
*Nina’s procedure was suc-

cessful. , James 1:12-20
*Bonnie and her family .
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iWaIﬁda aﬁi hell‘c f_amclily. dominion earth endures
-y @i oo, everlasting forever generation
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*Larry and Ruth. heaven honor inhabitants
*Pat and Ron and their kingdom lifted Nebuchadnezzar
daughters. nothing praised reason
*Juanita’s sister Betty and reputed returned sought
the rest of her family. understandin whose
*Mary and her family. g
*Robert and Sara and their
children.
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*Ray, Rebecca, and Steven.
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CALEND o A L G W I DR OCC AMYERMND
May 2—Worship 11 am. D OMIMNIOGMNPALEZTIQGQOOHATITI
Speaker: Tom M E B UCHADU®MNETZ?ZAPRIMNEMH®H
May 2—Bible Study 6 pm OPYVRCPBCEBDYPELG G
on-line with Dale
May8—(b.)LisaMarie A w O 5 B MO Qg o P X S5 P T HL X M

May 9—Mother’s Day
May 9—Worship 11 am. .
Speaker: Mark Hidden Message:
May 9—Bible Study 6 pm
on-line with Dale
May 14—(a.) Albert &
Margaret

Mo emeevak | A ship in harbor is safe but that

May 16—Bible Study 6 pm

on-line is not what ships are built for.

@ SUNDAY: Worship — 11:00 am; Bible Study — 6:00 pm (on Zoom)
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