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Schedule of Services The Bible has a lot to say about the use of our words. Typically,
Greeting: Tom we think of passages in the book of Proverbs because that book speaks
Song Leader: Dale to our use of words so often. Just a sampling: "Whoever guards his
Opening Hymn: mouth preserves his life; he who opens wide his lips comes to ru-
13—Wonderful Words Of Life in." (Proverbs 13:3) "Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to

the soul and health to the body." (Proverbs 16:24). "Death and life are in

Opening FEpe Ly the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits." (Proverbs

577—Heavenly Sunlight As you likely know, there are many other verses in that book that speak to
Scripture Reading: Robert the same thing. In fact, if we would all just follow the wise words found in
Proverbs 16: 21-33 that one book of the Bible, many struggles would never happen or would
Hymn: be far more easily resolved.

301—He Loved Me So There is another verse in Scripture; however, that is my personal favor-

ite when it comes to the use of our words. One reason is because of the
word picture it draws, and another reason is that it includes a universal
application. | am certainly not perfect at following it, but it is a verse |
strive to have in mind at all times. Writing to Christians and following a

Lord’s Supper: Ray
Hymn:
561t Is Well With My Soul

Sermon: Tom verse that concerns how we deal with "outsiders" (that is, non-Christians),
Invitation Hymn: Paul wrote, "Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so
644—Trust and Obey that you may know how you ought to answer each person" (Colossians
Closing Hymn: :6).

655—God Be With You Note the word "always," and, again, note that this verse is (1) to Chris-

tians and (2) follows a verse dealing with non-Christians. In other words,
"always" in this verse means just that: always. Whether we are speaking,
writing, or typing, our words need to be gracious, and they need to be
seasoned with salt; that is, they need to be said in a way that is as pleas-
ant to hear as possible. And, yes, that includes when we are using digital words. Hidden behind our social
media accounts, email addresses, and cell phones, it is much easier to let our standards slide and not really
say gracious words. That is not to say that we avoid saying some things that might be bold or clear. Gra-
cious does not mean "weak" or "soft." However, it does mean that we need to think of the way our words will
appear to others--both Christians and non-Christians--when we type each word.

Just as one example: Some may speak against certain political choices, especially if they feel those
choices are immoral. However, is it really gracious to call politicians--who are people with souls--"stupid" or
"pathetic" or other similar things? Examples could be multiplied and include how we talk about celebrities,
the church, or anyone else. But the question we need to answer is how this will be perceived. When another
person reads a text message, opens an email, or sees a social media post, will they see that it was written
in a way that showed as much grace as possible? Even if it says some hard things, will it be seen that there
is a clear attempt to make each word as seasoned with salt as possible?

Here are a few questions to ask before you hit "send" or before you post:
1. Does this need to be said at all? Often, the answer is no!
2. Is this the best medium on which to say it? Should this text, instead, be a face-to-face conversation? Is
this really something that needs to be published on social media for the world to see?
3. Does each word of this reflect Biblical truth? If not, am | making it clear that this is just opinion?
4. Am | talking about issues, or am | attacking people who have souls?
5. Will sharing this help or hinder me having an opportunity to share the Lord with someone now or later?

We are stewards of all our words, no matter how they are shared. It is easy, using technology, to fall into
saying things that should not be said or that should be said very differently. And we must remember that,
even if we are very passionate about politics or world affairs or just personal matters, our first goal in life is
not to share how we feel about everything with the world. Our first goal in life is to reach all people with the
Gospel, and any word we share that could harm that needs to be avoided. At times, we need to show more
grace. At times, we need to season our words with salt. No ... not "at times," but "always."

Adam Faughn preaches for the Central Church of Christ in Paducah KY
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Closing Prayer: Ryan




Pleasant Words
Proverbs 16:23
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- PRAYER LIST CALENDAR
. Mark’s daughter Megan had a baby girl a little : May 8—-Worship 11 am Speaker: Tom; Bible Study
. early and will be in neonatal care. Mark as 6 pm on line with Dale.
. he travels

: May 8—-(b) Lisa Marie

: May 8—-Mothers Day

: May 11—(b) Betty

E May 13—Friday night area sing Lake Milton

: May 13-14 Men's Retreat Hillsboro, Oh

: May 14—(a) Albert & Margaret :
: May 15—Bible Study 10 am with Dale. Worship 11 am :
Speaker: Mark; Ladies meeting after service

= Mynda’s surgery recovery is going well

:Pat and her family

= Allen, Wanda’s son

= Mary ‘and her family. Carl’s gout

= Bear Nicholas, Tom and Nina’s 5-year-old great
- nephew, is now at St. Jude’s.

= Kathy, her sister and friends. Kathy’s foot

.Zarna and her family

= Larry and Ruth.

.Juanlta s sister Betty and the rest of her family.
. Splke brother-in-law to Dale heart attach )
. Ray and Barbara and their family. Upcoming Events and Announcements

= Dale,s health issues and his family. His friends July 15-20 Christian Leadership Camp Columbus

Dorthey and Riley (age 5) who has cancer. &} streetsboro C of C Gospel Meeting 8-14-22

.
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His cousin  Kenny’s surgery went well  Siceccicresicicissisorssssesssses s s s s s nsasasansnsd ;
= Ray and family. Rebecca's toe surgery recovery :
= Steven’s toe healing is doing well = Tomorrow hopes we have learned

= Myron and Carole
= Our Congregation
= Prayers for Ukraine

something from yesterday

SUNDAY: Worship - SUNDAY: Worship—11:00 am; Bible study—6:00 pm (on Zoom)
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: church_of Chist@roadrunner.com yinow siy sayoeal
Pod Cast: Chardon.podbeam.com Follow us on Facebook: Church of Christ 9sIM U]} JO Leay oy}
Zoom I.D.: 81430241090 Password: 444015 )
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