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Schedule of Services
Greeting: Tom
Song Leader: Dale
Opening Hymn:
84—Have Thine Own Way
Opening Prayer: Tom
Hymn:
274-A—Jesus Loves Me
Scripture Reading: Ryan
Romans 12:1-8
Hymn:
257—Amazing Grace
Lord’s Supper: Dale
Hymn:
358—When The Saved Get To
Heaven
Sermon: Tom
Invitation Hymn:
605—Just As I Am
Closing Hymn:
112—Angry Words, O Let
Them Never
Closing Prayer: Ryan
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The Bible and Aliens

I’m not sure what you expected when you read the title of this article,
but this article is not about Avatars or giant Kaiju monsters invading
Earth. Nor is this about people who cross national borders illegally.
No, this article is about us. That’s right. According to the Bible we
Christians are aliens. Not that we look weird, or have super-powers, but
aliens in the sense that we really don’t belong to this world in which we
currently live. One of my favorite songs puts it this way: “This world is not
my home, I’m just a passing thru. My treasures are laid up somewhere
beyond the blue ... and I can’t feel at home in this world anymore.”
As misfits in this world, the Bible refers to us as strangers and aliens.
Jesus said to his apostles, “If you were of the world, the world would love
you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out
of the world therefore the world hates you” (John 15.19). Later that same
night in his prayer before leaving the upper room, Jesus said of his apostles, “They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world” (John
17.16).
But it’s not just the apostles who did not belong to this world. The Bible
speaks of all Christians this way. To the Philippian church Paul wrote,
“For our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3.20). Peter also spoke of
Christians as “aliens and strangers” (1 Peter 2.11 NASB/NIV).
So, God intends for His people, His church, to be different from the
world. Like foreigners who speak a different language, who dress and act
differently, who have different customs, values and priorities, Christians
are not to be like their surroundings. To complete what Peter said above,
“Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul. Keep your behavior excellent among the
Gentiles” (1 Peter 2.11-12). The Apostle John wrote, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2.15).
The Bible doesn’t say this will be easy or comfortable. In fact, it will not. It will require sacrifice. It will
require a change of heart and mind. It will be a constant battle to refuse to conform to the world around us.
Sadly, the more we choose to be like the world around us the less we will be comfortable being with God and
His people.
Yet, becoming aliens and strangers is what God demands of us. “Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewal of your mind” (Romans 12.2). “Because you are children who obey God,
don’t live the kind of lives you once lived. Once you lived to satisfy your desires because you didn’t know any
better. But because God who called you is holy you must be holy in every aspect of your life” (1 Peter 1.14-15
GW).
Living like the world alienates us from God. Living as God calls us to live alienates us from the world. We are aliens either way. Which kind of alien are you choosing to be? Can you truly sing, “This world is not my home; I can’t
feel at home in this world anymore.”
- Joe Chesser preaches for the Fruitland Church of Christ, Fruitland, MO.

Do Not Be Conformed
Romans 12:2
ACCEPTABLE
BRETHREN
EVERYONE
GIFTS
GOOD
HOLY
MIND
PROPHECY
RENEWING
SOBERLY
WILL

BESEECH
CHRIST
EXHORT
GIVEN
GRACE
LIVING
PERFECT
PROVE
SACRIFICE
TEACH
WORLD

BODY
CONFORED
FAITH
GOD
HIGHLY
MERCY
PRESENT
REASONABLE
SERVICE
THINK

Hidden Message:
____________

CALENDAR
Oct. 16—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am
Speaker Tom. Business mee ng
Oct. 17—(b) Renee
Oct. 23—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am
Speaker Tom.
Oct. 25—Ladies Bible Study at Nina’s ~ Pot Luck
Oct. 27—(b) Gary
Oct. 28—(b) Larry
Oct. 30—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am
Speaker Tom.
Nov. 6—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am
Speaker Mark. Business mee ng
Nov. 8—(b) Debbie Hull
Nov. 10—(b) Ben

Never make a permanent
decision based on a
temporary emotion.

SUNDAY: Bible Study—10:00 am, Worship—11:00 am
Website: Chardonchurchofchrist.org
E-mail: church_of_Chist@roadrunner.com
Pod Cast: Chardon.podbeam.com Follow us on Facebook: Church of Christ
Zoom I.D.: 81430241090 Password: 444015

Answer to puzzle:
BE TRANSFORMED

PRAYER LIST
Mynda and all her family, as she travels
Debbie’s surgery recovery
Sara’s surgery recovery
Roberta, doing Bible study with Tom, body healing and
Bible study with Kris
Bonnie’s grandson Devin as he reads and opens his
heart to Christ
Wanda’s migraines; son Allen, sister Lorraine
Mary and her family. Carl’s gout and hip surgery
recovery, Mary’s leg injury
Tom & Nina’s 5-year-old great nephew, Bear Nicholas,
now at home; Nina’s hip pain.& procedures
Kathy, her sister and friends. Kathy’s foot healing,
Linda’s health and procedures
Zarna and her family
Juanita as she recovers and her sister Betty and the
rest of her family.
Ray and Barbara and their family.
Dale's health issues and his family. His friend Riley (age
6) who has cancer. Brother in Christ Darrell’s
surgery. His Aunt Rosie’s heart and Lungs. His
cousin with heart issues
Ray and his family
Pat and her family
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