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Why then has this people turned away in perpetual backslid-
ing? They hold fast to deceit; they refuse to return (8:5, ESV). 
  
    Why do people wander away from the Lord, Jeremiah 
asked. Before they wander, these same people allow them-
selves to wonder about what’s on the other side, they wonder 
if the grass is greener over there. As they wonder, they begin 
to wander because they are intrigued by what they see, curi-
ous one might say. With this curiosity, they want to try what 
others are doing. There are some who look at their economic 
circumstances and see those on the other side are not strug-
gling or suffering like those on this side. In that which they try 
they soon conclude that “It’s not that bad” never realizing that 
it will soon become overly bad, deadly bad (if you will). 
    Such things like these allow them to think “they all can’t be 
wrong” so they go over, sometimes never to return. They 
stay there by holding fast to deceit; they have convinced 
themselves 1) God does not exist, 2) God does not care, 3) 
God doesn’t see me in the sheer mass of humanity, 4) God 
won’t judge me because He knows my heart, 5) I have time 
to get things turned around, 6) look how prosperous they are, 
the Lord must have blessed them, 7) they don’t struggle like I 
do with my feelings, I’ll go where I’m accepted. On and on 
justifications are offered. 
    When Jeremiah preached the Lord’s message, calling up-
on the people to repent or the Lord’s wrath will be experi-
enced, the people concluded that Jeremiah was a burden to 
them and to be dismissed. What makes people do this? Evi-
dence can be presented, and solid reasons given to move 
people in the Lord’s direction, but the Lord’s reasons are re-
jected because the people would rather stay put right where 
they are. Since they have enjoyed some benefits for their 
wandering, why change! Perhaps there are several reasons 
people use to justify their actions (as mentioned above); ulti-
mately, however, it boils down to “I want to stay here; this is 
the place with which I am comfortable and change I do not 
take too easily, especially if it’s going to require me to give up 
what makes me happy, satisfied, and prosperous. I’ll just stay 
where I am and you go where you want to go,” they say. 
    They say this, not because they have counter evidence 
that warrants their place of residence, but they say this be-
cause moving is unpleasant. They say this, as Jeremiah 
wrote, because they know not the Lord (8:7).  
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Schedule	of	Services 
Greeting:  Rob S. 
Song Leader:   Dale 
Opening Hymn: 
2—We’re	Marching	To	Zion 
Opening Prayer:  Robert 
Hymn:  
103—A	Beautiful	Life 
Scripture Reading:  Ryan 
Colossians 3:12-17 
Hymn:  
28—My	Jesus,	I	Love	Thee 
Lord’s Supper:  Dale 
Hymn:   
358—When	The	Saved	Get	To	Heaven 
Sermon:  Rob S. 
Invitation Hymn:   
644—Trust	And	Obey 
Closing  Hymn:  
100—Take	My	Life,	And	Let	It	Be 
Closing Prayer:  Ray 

CALENDAR 
 

Dec. 10—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
   Speaker Rob S. 
Dec. 13—Midweek Bible Study with Rob S. 
Dec. 17—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
    Speaker 
Dec. 20—Midweek Bible Study with Rob S. 
Dec. 24—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
   Speaker 
Dec. 27—Midweek Bible Study with Rob S. 
Dec. 29—(b) Caleb 
Dec. 31—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
    Speaker 
Dec. 31—(b) Randy 

Look back and thank God.  
Look forward and trust God.  
Look around and serve God.  
Look within and find God. 

Sayings of Jeremiah (4) The Actions of the 
Feet Jeremiah 8:5 
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(continuation from front) 
They may hear the Lord and know the words that 
have been preached / spoken, but the words 
found no home in the heart of each hearer “who 
knows not the Lord.” The words came from the 
mouth of the Lord, but the people put up a wall 
and refused to let them come in. These same 
people consider themselves wise and, thus, have 
no need for the Lord. It’s a lot like those who turn 
away from the Lord’s church, not knowing they 
have turned away from the Lord Himself. They 
regard their own wisdom more than they do the 
Lord’s. They will deny this, but the fruit of their 
wisdom is in the actions of their feet. 
   So, what can we learn from this? When Paul 
wrote to the church at Colosse, he exhorted them 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all 
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another 
with psalms [and] hymns [and] spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts unto God (3:16, 
ASV). Notice: the word of Christ is to dwell in one 
richly, that is, the word of the Lord is to have a 
place in one’s heart (mind). The word that dwells 
there is one that nourishes and protects. Second-
ly, equally important, the word that dwells within 
teaches us to sing the Lord’s praise because we 
know the Lord. 
 
 Ron Thomas preaches for the Church of Christ 

at Rio Grande in Bidwell, OH  

PRAYER LIST 
Mynda’s sisters-in-law Father is now on Hospice.  
           Her Injured  Achilles tendon.  As she travels. 
 Celeste’s mother in law Amy’s heart 
Nina  health issues  
Tom surgery recovery 
Mark and Debbie as they travel. Mark’s back and 
 Heart procedure recovery  
Tom’s Bible Study with Roberta, Channing,  
           and Kris. 
Bonnie’s feet,  grandsons Devin & Dakota, Rhonda 
Wanda’s migraines; son Allen, sisters Lorraine &    
 Joyce . Her niece Nikki in bad accident 
            Her niece Lorrie  had a heart attack  
Mary and family. Mary’s friend Aubrey’s  pregnancy.  
Kathy’s foot healing.  Her sister is in rehab. 
Linda’s health, Tiffany’s health & stress & family 
 2 1/2 year old  baby with terminal cancer. 
Zarna and her family 
Juanita, is at Briar Hill rehab room 100, and the rest of 
            her family.   
Ray and Barbara and their family.  
Dale's health issues, headaches and his family.  
 His Mother.  heart  and lungs. 7 year old 
 girl, Lucie, with leukemia. His uncle James 
 sadly has passed away. Cousin Kenny hernia, 
 Cousin Joshua heart Issues,  
 Cousin Randal physical & mental health  
Ray’s  and his family. Rebecca’s knee & illness 
 Steven health 
Pat  and her family  
Robert’s friend  Freeman with cancer 
Sara’s father injuries from a fall 
Brenda’s health, her sister Linda and sister-in-law   
 Linda as they struggle with cancer. Her son 
 Mark surgery recovery, granddaughter Amanda 
Lenise—knee problems. 
The nations at war 
Myron & Carole as they travel.. 
Larry & Ruth 
Mike & Debra as they lead Bryce back to Christ 

Colossians 3:12-17 
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in 
one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admon-
ishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him. 

James 4:13-14 
13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we 
will go into such a city, and continue there a year, 
and buy and sell, and get gain: 14 Whereas ye know 
not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your 
life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little 

time, and then vanisheth away. 


