
   The Epistle to the Philippians is one of Paul’s most personal NT 
epistles and has been called by some “a window into Paul’s very 
heart.” The main theme found throughout the letter to the church at 
Philippi is that of JOY. In total the words joy, rejoice, and rejoicing 
are found 17 times in these 4 short chapters. Thus, many have la-
beled Philippians as “Paul’s Hymn of Joy.” It is a look into Paul’s 
journey in Finding Peace of Mind. 
    Many search for peace and serenity in this life, but few ever find 
it. The realities of life can, at times, be harsh and thus many seek 
through various means for a way of escape, only to find that in the 
end they have done more harm than good. What does this have to do 
with Paul’s epistle to the Philippians? Philippians was written by a 
man (Paul) who had found true peace of mind in life. 
    Even though he was in prison at the time of this writing. Even 
though he was awaiting a trial that could very well result in his 
death. Paul had found the joy which produces peace of mind and he 
wanted to share that with his readers. Philippians is thus of great 
value to the Christian because: it reveals the nature of true peace and 
joy in life. It reveals the example of a man who demonstrates what 
produces peace and joy in one’s life. It reveals the Christ who is the 
true source of our peace and joy. 
    As we consider a small part of the message from Paul’s epistle to 
the Philippians, let us remember that Paul wants us to understand 
where joy and peace come from so that we might have them in our 
life. This is an especially important consideration in light of our text 
for this sermon—Ph.3:17-21. As we consider this passage, we shall 
notice that Paul is here discussing the fact that there are 2 ways that 
we can walk (or live) in this life. We can walk as a citizen of heav-
en. Or we can walk as an enemy of the cross. 
    Which we choose shall determine if we find the peace and joy 
that Paul so desperately wants us to enjoy. Whom will you follow? 
Which choice have you made? Not which choice do you want eve-
ryone to think you have made but which choice have you actually 
made? How are you walking in this life? Are you walking in right-
eousness, as a citizen of heaven, or in unrighteousness as an enemy 
of the cross. 
    The answer may well depend upon where you have set your 
mind. If your mind is set on earthly things, you will be an enemy of 
the cross. Because you will: make your belly your God, glory in that 
which is shameful and you will bring on your own destruction. If it 
is set on heavenly things you will be a citizen of heaven. Because 
you will: live as a citizen of heaven, eagerly await Christ’s coming 
and live in preparation for the transformation of this body. Have you 
become a citizen of the kingdom? If so, are you acting like it? 
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Schedule	of	Services 
Greeting:  Tom 
Song Leader:   Dale 
Opening Hymn: 
2—We’re	Marching	To	Zion 
Opening Prayer:  Tom 
Hymn:  
459—The	Glory-land	Way 
Scripture Reading: Ryan 
Philippians 3:17-21 
Hymn:  
649—I	Gave	My	Life	For	Thee 
Lord’s Supper:  Robert 
Hymn:   
358—When	The	Saved	Get	To	Heaven 
Sermon:  Jerad 
Invitation Hymn:   
644—Trust	And	Obey 
Closing  Hymn:  
655—God	Be	With	You 
Closing Prayer:  Larry

CALENDAR 
Dec   1—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker Jerad  Business MeeƟng 
Dec  8—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker Mark 
Dec  9—(b) Megan 
Dec 15—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker Tom 
Dec 22—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker Mark 
Dec 29—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker Jerad 

♫ÊOn a hill far away stood an old rugged 
cross, The emblem of suffering and 

shame, And I love that old cross where 
the dearest and best For a world of lost 

sinners was slain   
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,  
Till my trophies at last I lay down;  
I will cling to the old rugged cross,  

And exchange it some day for a crown. ♫ 

Whom Will You Follow 
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PRAYER LIST 
Mynda asÊsheÊtravels.ÊCaleb’s backÊsurgeryÊrecovery 
Tom & Nina healthÊissues,ÊÊNina’s backÊpain,Ê  
 TheirÊson-in-lawÊChris lostÊhisÊjob 
MarkÊ andÊDebbieÊ asÊ theyÊ travel.Ê Ê Mark’sÊ heartÊ procedureÊ
 recovery.ÊÊDebbieÊshoulderÊsurgeryÊrecovery 
 Mark’sÊbrotherÊDale’s health 
Tom’s Bible Study withÊRoberta,ÊChanning, ÊandÊKris. 
Bonnie’s health, grandsonsÊDevin, Dakota, Mick, Dillon,  
 Connor & Keegan. Daughters Ronda andÊRenee  
Wanda’s migraines;ÊsonÊAllen, sistersÊLorraine, Joyce 
 kneeÊsurgery, niece NikkiÊinÊbadÊaccident,ÊnieceÊ
 Lorrie heartÊattack.ÊAllen’s friend withÊbrainÊbleed. 
Mary, Carl and family. Keatha, Mary’sÊ sister-in-law.Ê
 Mary’sÊbrotherÊDavidÊwithÊhealthÊissue,ÊFriendÊ 
 AmberÊwithÊtheÊlossÊofÊherÊbaby 
Jim and Beverly G.ÊwithÊhealthÊissues 
Wayne and Diane G.ÊwithÊhealthÊissues 
Kathy’sÊhealth,ÊfriendsÊFranÊwithÊcancer.HerÊneighbor’sÊfaith 
Linda’s eyeÊsurgeryÊDecÊ3rd,ÊhealthÊandÊbackÊpain,Ê 
 Tiffany &Êfamily.ÊChristian withÊepilepsy.Ê 
Zarna andÊherÊfamily 
Juanita, isÊatÊBriarÊHillÊassistedÊlivingÊrm.100,ÊandÊherÊfamily.ÊÊ 
Ray andÊBarbara andÊtheirÊfamily.Ê 
Dale's healthÊissues,Êheadaches,ÊHisÊfamily.ÊHisÊMothersÊ
 medicalÊprocedureÊ&Êdiagnosis.Ê7ÊyearÊoldÊgirl,Ê
 Lucie, withÊLeukemia.ÊCousins,ÊRandal physicalÊ&Ê
 mentalÊhealth,ÊJames inÊseriousÊtruckÊaccident,  Ê
 Jalen’sÊmentalÊhealth.ÊUnclesÊEarl withÊcancer,Ê 
 JimmyÊwhoÊfell,ÊAunt Rose health 
 BrotherÊinÊChristÊJohnston medicalÊprocedure 
 UncleÊJimmyÊstroke. 
Ray’s health  andÊhisÊfamily.ÊRebecca’s illnessÊandÊÊ 
 recovery .  Steven, and Asher 
Pat  recoveringÊfromÊaÊfall,ÊandÊherÊfamilyÊ 
Robert & SaraÊtheirÊSisterÊTanya’sÊpain,ÊSon Michael andÊ
 DaughterÊMaddie, FriendÊHailey seriousÊhealthÊ 
 issuesÊafterÊbirthing 
Brenda’s health,ÊherÊsisterÊLinda withÊbrainÊcancer, 
Ê sister-in-lawÊLinda withÊbreastÊcancer,ÊsonÊMark
 surgeryÊrecovery,ÊgranddaughterÊAmanda.   
Larry & family.   
Mike & Debra TheirÊfriendÊCarl withÊcancer.Ê 
Betty’sÊsonÊRandy’s health 

Philippians 3:17-21  17 Brethren,ÊbeÊfollowersÊtogetherÊofÊme,ÊandÊmarkÊthemÊwhichÊwalkÊsoÊasÊyeÊ
haveÊusÊforÊanÊensample.ÊÊ18 (ForÊmanyÊwalk,ÊofÊwhomÊIÊhaveÊtoldÊyouÊoften,ÊandÊnowÊtellÊyouÊevenÊ
weeping,ÊthatÊtheyÊareÊtheÊenemiesÊofÊtheÊcrossÊofÊChrist:ÊÊ19 WhoseÊendÊisÊdestruction,ÊwhoseÊGodÊ
isÊtheirÊbelly,ÊandÊwhoseÊgloryÊisÊinÊtheirÊshame,ÊwhoÊmindÊearthlyÊthings.)ÊÊ20 ForÊourÊconversationÊisÊ
inÊheaven;ÊfromÊwhenceÊalsoÊweÊlookÊforÊtheÊSavior,ÊtheÊLordÊJesusÊChrist:  21 WhoÊshallÊchangeÊourÊ
vileÊbody,ÊthatÊitÊmayÊbeÊfashionedÊlikeÊuntoÊhisÊgloriousÊbody,ÊaccordingÊtoÊtheÊworkingÊwherebyÊheÊ
isÊableÊevenÊtoÊsubdueÊallÊthingsÊuntoÊhimself. 

WORD LIST 

BELLY BODY CHANGE 
CHRIST CONVERSE CROSS 
DESTRUCTIONÊ EARTHLY ENEMY 
EVIL FOLLOWER FORGET  
FOUND GLORY HEAVEN  
JESUS LOOK LORD 
MANY MIND PERFECT  
SAVIOR SHAME SUBDUE  
THINGS TOGETHER WALK  
WEEPING ZEAL 

WHERE IS IT WRITTEN? 

IÊcanÊdoÊallÊthingsÊthroughÊChristÊwhichÊ
strengthensÊme.Ê 

Answer:  Philippians 4:13 


