
    Let me start by asking you a few questions. Where do you go 
when you have a problem? Whom do you turn to when you 
need help or advice on some important issue in your life? Are 
you more likely to turn to someone you know or to a complete 
stranger? How do you feel when a stranger comes to your door 
or calls you on the telephone and tries to talk with you about 
political issues, replacement windows or religion? How much 
attention do you pay to all the junk mail that is addressed “To 
the Current Occupant” that crowds your mailbox every day?  
    Now please don’t misunderstand me, I’m not going to deny 
that God can sometimes use these techniques to touch people’s 
lives with the truth. Regardless of the approach, there will al-
ways be stories to prove that these efforts have some success in 
leading people to the Lord. HOWEVER—I believe that people 
are becoming more and more immune to impersonal approach-
es to evangelism. The fact is that all of us experience discomfort 
when someone outside our circle of family and friends tries to 
inϐluence us about personal and spiritually signiϐicant matters.  
    The real honest truth is that we are not all that comfortable 
having people we know confront us about such matters and so 
we deϐinitely don’t want strangers trying to do so. If we are go-
ing to listen to anyone though we all naturally gravitate toward 
people we already know and trust. Friends listen to friends. 
Friends conϐide in friends. Friends are inϐluenced by friends. 
Therefore, if we’re going to impact our world for Christ, then 
one of the most effective approaches will be through our build-
ing of strong relationships with those God places in our lives.   
    We are called upon to be the Salt and Light of the world. Thus 
far we have been primarily talking about our inϐluence as relat-
ed to being salt as we have discussed: Authenticity, Compassion 
and Sacriϐice. Today we want to address the need for close 
proximity or contact with those whom we seek to inϐlu-
ence.  The most potent salt in the world has no impact when left 
in the shaker. The most powerful light will have no positive ef-
fect on the darkness if it isn’t allowed to shine. The most au-
thentic, compassionate and sacriϐicial Christians on the planet 
will not inϐluence anyone until they have contact with them. 
Thus, in today’s lesson we will explore the necessity of building 
of relationships with those we hope to reach.  
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Schedule	of	Services 
Greeting:  Mark 
Song Leader:   Dale 
Opening Hymn: 
55—Take	Time	To	Be	Holy 
Opening Prayer:  Robert 
Hymn:  
501—Give	Me	The	Bible 
Scripture Reading: Ryan 
Luke 11:33-36 
Hymn:  
477—Blessed	Assurance 
Lord’s Supper:  Myron 
Hymn:   
577—Heavenly	Sunlight 
Sermon:  Mark 
Invitation Hymn:   
613—Are	You	Washed	In	The	Blood 
Closing  Hymn:  
14—Higher	Ground 
Closing Prayer:  Larry  

CALENDAR 
Dec  8—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker Tom 
Dec  9—(b) Megan 
Dec 15—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker 
Dec 22—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker Jerad 
Dec 29—Bible Study 10 am, Worship 11 am 
  Speaker Jerad 

♫ÊThere’sÊaÊgreatÊdayÊcoming,Ê 
aÊgreatÊdayÊcoming,Ê 

There’sÊaÊgreatÊdayÊcomingÊbyÊandÊby,Ê 
WhenÊtheÊsaintsÊandÊtheÊsinnersÊ 
shallÊbeÊparted,ÊrightÊandÊleft,Ê 

AreÊyouÊreadyÊforÊthatÊdayÊtoÊcome?Ê 
AreÊyouÊready,ÊareÊyouÊready?Ê 

AreÊyouÊreadyÊforÊtheÊjudgementÊday?ÊÊ
AreÊyouÊready,ÊareÊyouÊreadyÊ 
ForÊtheÊjudgementÊday?ÊÊ♫ 

The Necessity of Relationships 
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PRAYER LIST 
Mynda asÊsheÊtravels.ÊCaleb’s backÊsurgeryÊrecovery 
Tom & Nina healthÊissues,ÊÊNina’s backÊpain,Ê  
 TheirÊson-in-lawÊChris lostÊhisÊjob 
MarkÊ andÊ DebbieÊ asÊ theyÊ travel.Ê Ê Mark’sÊ heartÊ procedureÊ
 recovery.ÊÊDebbieÊshoulderÊsurgeryÊrecovery 
 Mark’sÊbrotherÊDale’s health 
Tom’s Bible Study withÊRoberta,ÊChanning, ÊandÊKris. 
Bonnie’s health, grandsonsÊDevin, Dakota, Mick, Dillon,  
 Connor & Keegan. Daughters Ronda andÊRenee  
Wanda’s migraines;ÊsonÊAllen, sistersÊLorraine, Joyce 
 kneeÊsurgery, niece NikkiÊinÊbadÊaccident,ÊnieceÊ
 Lorrie heartÊattack.ÊAllen’s friend withÊbrainÊbleed. 
Mary, Carl and family. Keatha, Mary’sÊ sister-in-law.Ê
 Mary’sÊbrotherÊDavidÊwithÊhealthÊissue,ÊFriendÊ 
 AmberÊwithÊtheÊlossÊofÊherÊbaby 
Jim and Beverly G.ÊwithÊhealthÊissues 
Wayne and Diane G.ÊwithÊhealthÊissues 
Kathy’sÊhealth,ÊfriendsÊFranÊwithÊcancer.HerÊneighbor’sÊfaith 
Linda’s eyeÊsurgeryÊrecovery,ÊhealthÊandÊbackÊpain,Ê 
 Tiffany &Êfamily.ÊChristian withÊepilepsy.Ê 
Zarna andÊherÊfamily 
Juanita, isÊatÊBriarÊHillÊassistedÊlivingÊrm.100,ÊandÊherÊfamily.ÊÊ 
Ray andÊBarbara andÊtheirÊfamily.Ê 
Dale's healthÊissues,Êheadaches,ÊHisÊfamily.ÊHisÊMothersÊ
 medicalÊprocedureÊ&Êdiagnosis.Ê7ÊyearÊoldÊgirl,Ê
 Lucie, withÊLeukemia.ÊCousins,ÊRandal physicalÊ&Ê
 mentalÊhealth,ÊJames inÊseriousÊtruckÊaccident,  Ê
 Jalen’sÊmentalÊhealth.ÊUnclesÊEarl withÊcancer,Ê 
 JimmyÊwhoÊfell,ÊAunt Rose health 
 BrotherÊinÊChristÊJohnston medicalÊprocedure 
 UncleÊJimmyÊstroke. 
Ray’s health  andÊhisÊfamily.ÊRebecca’s illnessÊandÊÊ 
 recovery .  Steven, and Asher 
Pat  recoveringÊfromÊaÊfall,ÊandÊherÊfamilyÊ 
Robert & SaraÊtheirÊSisterÊTanya’sÊpain,ÊSon Michael andÊ
 DaughterÊMaddie, FriendÊHailey seriousÊhealthÊ 
 issuesÊafterÊbirthing 
Brenda’s health,ÊherÊsisterÊLinda withÊbrainÊcancer, 
Ê sister-in-lawÊLinda withÊbreastÊcancer,ÊsonÊMark
 surgeryÊrecovery,ÊgranddaughterÊAmanda.   
Larry & family.   
Mike & Debra TheirÊfriendÊCarl withÊcancer.Ê 
Betty’sÊsonÊRandy’s health 

Luke 11:33-36 
33 NoÊman,ÊwhenÊheÊhathÊlightedÊaÊcandle,ÊputtethÊitÊinÊaÊsecretÊplace,ÊneitherÊunderÊaÊbushel,Ê
butÊonÊaÊcandlestick,ÊthatÊtheyÊwhichÊcomeÊinÊmayÊseeÊtheÊlight.Ê34 TheÊlightÊofÊtheÊbodyÊisÊtheÊ
eye:ÊthereforeÊwhenÊthineÊeyeÊisÊsingle,ÊthyÊwholeÊbodyÊalsoÊisÊfullÊofÊlight;ÊbutÊwhenÊthineÊeyeÊ
isÊevil,Ê thyÊbodyÊalsoÊisÊfullÊofÊdarkness.Ê35 TakeÊheedÊthereforeÊthatÊtheÊlightÊwhichÊisÊinÊtheeÊ
beÊnotÊdarkness.Ê36 IfÊthyÊwholeÊbodyÊthereforeÊbeÊfullÊofÊlight,ÊhavingÊnoÊpartÊdark,ÊtheÊwholeÊ
shallÊbeÊfullÊofÊlight,ÊasÊwhenÊtheÊbrightÊshiningÊofÊaÊcandleÊdothÊgiveÊtheeÊlight. 

WHERE IS IT WRITTEN? 

AndÊJesusÊ saidÊuntoÊ them,Ê IÊ
amÊ theÊ breadÊ ofÊ life:Ê heÊ thatÊ
comethÊ toÊ meÊ shallÊ neverÊ
hunger;ÊandÊheÊthatÊbelievethÊ
onÊmeÊshallÊneverÊthirst. 

Answer: John 6:35 
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   And we don’t have to look very far in our Bi-
bles before we ϐind examples of this approach 
to reaching people for the Lord. We can’t be 
contagious Christians without getting close 
enough to other people for them to catch what 
we have got. Later on, we are going to talk 
about ways to effectively communicate the 
content of our faith, but it’s important to real-
ize that the ability to communicate doesn’t do 
any good if we have no one to communicate 
with.   
    So be a friend to as many as possible. And 
what’s truly exciting is that when we are a part 
of reaching out to unbelievers, we see our own 
faith deepening and our reliance on God grow-
ing, and the mission becomes more fulϐilling! 
What are you doing with the relationships in 
your life? 
 

 Brian Mitchell serves as a minister with the 
Jackson Church of Christ in Jackson, MO.  


