
    The Lord’s second coming is one of the most often discussed 
subjects in the New Testament, teaching Christians to eagerly 
anticipate that return. In the very last section of scripture, the 
Lord says, “Surely I come quickly” (Revelation 22:20). Paul ex-
horted, “Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand” (Romans 13:11-12). 
James adds, “Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh” (James 5:8). Hearing these 
words, no doubt many Christians of the first century probably 
expected the Lord to return immediately.  
    Balanced with these and similar passages, however, is the 
Lord’s assertion that “of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. But as the days of 
Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as 
in the days that were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and 
took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be” (Matthew 24:36-39). No one Qknows when He will return, 
and thus all should be prepared. Paul gave this warning: “For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as 
a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape” (1 Thessalonians 
5:2-3). How could Paul and Christ so clearly state that no one 
will know the time of the second coming, if they thought it would 
be “soon”? 
    The scriptures thus present the second coming as always im-
minent [about to happen], but also distant. People have always 
had difficulty understanding this. Luke tells us that Jesus told a 
parable of a nobleman giving ten pounds to ten servants, even 
as he went into a far country “to receive a kingdom,” because 
“he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the 
kingdom of God should immediately appear” (Luke 19:11-13). 
The Christian must always “watch and be sober” because the 
Lord may return any time (1 Thessalonians 5:6), but He may 
also delay His coming. 
    While “quickly,” or “at hand” may imply something is to occur 
in a brief period of time, these terms do not always mean this. 
When Jesus said “Surely I come quickly” (Revelation 22:20), He 
was emphasizing that His coming would be sudden. In the same 
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♫ ‘Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,  
Just to take Him at His Word;  
Just to rest upon His promise,  

Just to know,  
“Thus saith the Lord.”  

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him;  
How I’ve prov’d Him o’er and o’er;  

Jesus, Jesus, Precious Jesus!  
O, for grace to trust Him more.  ♫ 
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Matthew 24:32-39   32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet 
tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:  33 So likewise ye, 
when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.  34 Verily I 
say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.  35 Heav-
en and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  36 But of that day 
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.  37 But 
as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  38 For as 
in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,  39 And knew not until 
the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be. 
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way, indications of something being “at hand” 
often meant that it was sure to happen, not 
necessarily immediately. Speaking for the 
Lord, Moses warned about the fate of Israel: 
“To me belongeth vengeance, and recom-
pence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the 
day of their calamity is at hand, and the things 
that shall come upon them make 
haste” (Deuteronomy 32:35). This prophecy 
was not fulfilled for hundreds of years,  
because God’s standards of time are not the 
same as man’s. “But, beloved, be not ignorant 
of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day” (2 Peter 3:8). Christ and the inspired 
writers were not mistaken. They were prepar-
ing the unprepared for His return. We also 
must be prepared. 
 

 Bob Prichard serves as an elder and  
evangelist for the  

Hillview Church of Christ in  
Birmingham, Alabama 

WHERE IS IT WRITTEN? 

And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and re-
ceive you unto myself; that where 

I am, there ye may be also. 

Answer: John 14:3 


