
  Nestled in the little New Testament book of Philemon is 
a wonderful jewel of example and instruction. 
 
  First, let’s look at a little background. A Christian in  
Colossae by the name of Philemon owned a slave that 
had run away from him. Ending up in Rome, the slave, 
Onesimus, had become converted to Christ by the great 
apostle Paul (v.10). Paul wrote to his friend Philemon en-
couraging him to now take Onesimus back. 
 
  And now the jewel. Paul writes to Philemon of Onesimus 
that he was “once was unprofitable to you, but now is 
profitable to you and to me” (v.11). The jewel is learned 
when we understand what the name “Onesimus “means. 
In the Greek it literally means “profitable” or “useful.” If I 
may paraphrase Paul, he was saying, “Onesimus is now 
living up to his name.” Onesimus had become a Christian 
and was now useful to God and to the church. 
 
  Christian, are you living up to your name? The word 
“Christian” literally means “belongs to Christ.” In every-
thing that you do, every decision you make, every word 
that you speak, and every place that you are seen, are 
you living up to that holy name that bears the identity of 
Christ? Do you show the dark world the light of Christ in 
your conduct, character, and conversation? The  
reputation we gain calls attention to the name we profess. 
Do all know that you belong to Jesus Christ?“ 
 
•  A good name is to be chosen rather than  
riches” (Pro. 22:1)“ 
• And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus...” (Col. 3:17) 
• “Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.” (1 Pet. 
4:16) 

•  “Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which 
you are called?” (Jas.2:7) 
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♫ Jesus is tenderly calling thee home;  
calling today, calling today;  

Why from the sunshine of love wilt thou 
roam,  

Farther and farther away?  
Calling today! Calling today!  

Jesus is calling,  
Is tenderly calling today. ♫ 
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PRAYER LIST 
Mynda as she travels. Her Mom is in the rehab. Her Aunt 
 Donna and family.  
Tom & Nina health, Sister in law Frances health,  
 Daughter Jenny and  family 
Mark and Debbie as they travel. Mark’s brother Dale 
 Their daughter & husband’s job 
Bonnie’s health, grandsons Devin, Dakota, Dillon, Mick, 
 Connor. Daughters Ronda  and Renee.  
Wanda’s migraines; son Allen.  Her  sister Joyce’s brother 
 in law health 
Mary, Carl and family, Keatha—Mary’s sister-in-law. 
 Mary’s brother David with health issue,  
Jim and Beverly G. health issues. Bev is in treatment 
Wayne and Diane G. with health issues 
Kathy’s health, friends Channing, Jimmy & Howard, Kim, 
 Rex, Edard Family, Nick & Emily Family, Sandi & 
 John 
Linda’s broken leg & health,  Tiffany & family. Christian 
 seizures, son John & wife Becky,s health, great 
 Grand daughter Dahlia health. Ethan’s health 
Zarna and her family 
Juanita and her family.   
Ray and Barbara and their family.  
Dale's health issues, headaches, His family. His Mothers 
 knee surgery went well. 7 year old girl, Lucie, with 
 Leukemia. Cousins, Randal physical & mental 
 health, Jalen’s mental health. Uncle Earl with can
 cer, Aunt Rose health, Brother in Christ Johnston 
 surgery recovery. Uncle Jimmy stroke. 
Ray’s health  and his family. Steven and Asher. Rebecca 
 has been moved to Briar Hill 
Pat and her family  
Robert & Sara, Son Michael,  Daughter Maddie, Sara’s 
 father Jeff’s health, her mother Connie’s health 
Brenda, son Mark’s heart issues, sister-in-law Linda, breast 
 cancer, grandson Jason neck disc,  granddaughter 
 Amanda.  brother Jim Back surgery  Friend Marge 
 with cancer.  
Larry as he heals from his accident 
Doug’s mother, Virginia, as she heals 
Betty’s sister in law Nancy-stroke. Son Randy broken foot 
The family of Larry Cline 

Colossians 3:12-17  12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kind-
ness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  14 And above all these 
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord.  17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

WORD LIST 

BELOVED BODY  BOND  
CALLED CHARITY CHRIST  
DWELL ELECT  FORGIVE  
GOD  GRACE HEARTS  
HOLY  HUMBLE HYMNS  
KINDNESS LORD  MEEK  
MERCY MIND  PATIENCE  
PEACE PSALMS RICHLY  
SONGS SPRITUAL TEACH  
THANKFUL WISDOM WORD 

WHERE IS IT WRITTEN? 

 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed; but let him glorify 

God on this behalf. 

Answer: 1 Peter 4:16 


